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Joh §.22,27,28,20, Forthe Father judgeth no mat; bat hath
committed all indgement unto the Son, Andhath given bim antho-
vity to execute Indgement alfo, becanfe he isthe Son of man. Mm:‘
vail not at this : for the bour is coming in the which all that are sn
the graves [ball bear his woice, and fball come forth. They that have
Done Good #nto the Refurretion of Life, and they that have done
Eviltothe Refurrettion of Damnation.

1 Pet. 1.16,37. Be Holy, for 1 am Holy : And if ye call on the
Father who Withaut refpeit of perfons Inudgeth According to every
mans Works, pafs the time of your [ojourning here infears

Phil. 4. 17. I defire fruit that may abound to your Account,

Mat, 16. 27. Forthe Sonof min fhall comein theGlory of bis
Father With bis Angels, and then he fhall reward every man accor=
ding to bis works.

A&.17.30,31. But now commandeth all men everyWhere 1o
Repent, becaufe he hath appointeda day,in which be will Judge the
World in Righteon[nefs, by that manWhom be bath ordained.

Mat. 13. 49. So fball it be at the end of the Warids. the Angels
Joall come forth, and fever the Wicked from among the Inft, and
foall caft them into the furnace of fire. 43.Then [ball the righte=
ous [bine as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father.

2 Cor. 9. 6. But this I [ay, He which [owesh [paringly fhall reap
[paringly : and he which foWeth bountifully (ball reap bountifull)-

Verf.9. As it is written, be hath difper(edabroad, be hath given
20 the poor 5 his Righteonfnefs vemaineth for ever..

Gal. 6. 4-5,6,7,8,9,10. Bat let every man prove his own work,
and then fhall be bave rejoycing in bimfelf alone, and not in another.

- For every man [ball bear his ovn burden. Les bim that is tanght

in the Word communicate to bim that teacheth in all good things. Be
not deceived ; Godis not mocked : For whatfoever a man [oWeth,.
that [hall be alfo reap. For hethat foweth to bis fleb, (ball of the
flefls reap Corvuption = but be that foweth to the Spirit, fball of the.
Spirit reap Life everlafting. And let us not be weary of wel-doing -
Jor in due feafon we fball Reap, if we faint not. Aswe have oppor=
tunity therefre let us do good to all men, &c.
- Plal. 58. 11, So that aman pall [fay, Verily there is a Reward for
the Righteous : verily he is a God tha judgeth in the earth.
2 Timt 4.7,8. fbave fonght a good fight, 1 bave finifbed my
- (onrfe,
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Courfe, 1 have kept the Faith : Heuceforth there is laid up for mea

Crows of Righteon(nefs, which the Lordshe Righteous Frdge [ball

giveme as that day : and not to mé only, but to them alfo that love

bis appearing. :

Heb.6. 10. God is not unrighteons to forges your work_and labonry
&c. Col.3.23,24: Whatfoever ye do, dost heartily as to the Lord,
sot tomen + knoWing that of the Lord ye [bal receive the reward of
the Inberitance. 14

Heb. 11. 26. For be hadre[pett tothe Recompence of Reward,
(viz.in choofing afflittion With the people of God&c.)

2 Thef. 1.’ ;6. Which is a manifeft token of the Righteous
Iudgement of God, that ye may be connted worthy of the Kingdomof
God, for Whicl ye alfo Juffer. Seeing it s 4 Righteons thing with
Godtorecompence tribulation tothem that trouble you, and to_you
who are troubled, Reft With us, when the Lord Iefus fball be reveal-

ed from beaven, &c.

Mat. 5. 12,46. Rejoyce,for great i yosur Rewardin Heaven : If
ye love them that love yos,what Reward bave yos ?

‘Mat. 10.41, 42 Hethat Receiver” a Prophet in the name of 4
Prophet, fball receive a Prophets ReWard : and he that receiveth a
righteons man in the name of & righteons man, fhall receive arighte-
oits mans Reward : Andwhofoever [ball give to drink o one of thefe
little Ones, a cup of cold water only in ihe name of a Difciple, Veril)
1 fay unto you, be fhall in na Ywife lofe bis Reward.

Mat. 6.1,2.4,6.: That thine oAlmsmay be in [ecres : and thy
father Which feethin fecret pimfelf fhall Reward thee openly. When
thos haft [but thy door, Prayto thy father which 1 +n fecree s and
thy fatber Which [eethin [fecres,(ball Reward thee openly.

1 Cor. 9. 17. If Idothiswillingly, I have 4 Reward,

Col. 2.18. Let no man beguile you of your Reward. aat

Mat. 19. 29. Every one that bath for[aken hones or Bretlﬂ;‘;’f 5
&c. for my Names [ake,hall receive 47 bundred foldy and [ball %
berit everlafting Life. é

Luke 1 6./}9.%4 n£ I fay untoyons Make to your [elves friends of
the Mammon of unrighteon[nefs, that when ye fail,they m4) recerys

on into everlafting habitations.. } g2t do
5 Soall thoﬁjiexgt: that promife pardons o Glary on condition of

mans Altions. e
fa, 1. 16,17, 18, Wafh you - make you clean : pwt AWAY ¥ e 'uo :
e . %
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of your doings from before mine eyes: ceafe to do evil, Lears to do
A \311, [eek ?fd:;:mrnt, relieve the)oppr:[ed,jndge the fatherlefs, plead
for the widow ; Come now and let us Reafon rogether [aith the Lovd,
though your fins be as [carlet,they fball be o white a4 [now ; though
they be red like (rimfon, they fall be like wool., :
Ifa.55, 6 7. Seek ye the Lord while bs may be fonnd, Call ye np-
on him while be is near. Let the wicked for[ake bs way, and the un-
righteons man bis thonghts, and let bim return unto-the Lord, and
ke will have mercy npon bim 'y and to onr G od, for be will abundantly
ardon. : :
g Act. =. 38. Repent and be baprized every one of you in the name
of Jefus Chrift for the Remiffions of fins. :
Acts 3.19. Repent ye therefore and be Converted, that your fins
may be blotted out When the times of refrefbing fball come, ¢
Mark 1.4. John 4id baptize, and preach the baptifm of Repen-
tance for the Remsiffion of fins.
Luke 13.3,'5. Except yo repen, ye /ball all likeWife perifh. So
Rev.2.5 16,22. & 3.19 Act.8.22, Withmany the like. |
1Joh.1.0 " IfWe confefs our Jins e is faithful and Juft to forgive
444 o7 fins, andto cleane us from all uuvi ghteonfnefs. ;
Rom. 10.8,9 10,1 3+ Theword isnigh thee,in thy mouth, and in
thy beart that is, the word of faith which We preach : thet if tho#
Jbalt confefs with thy mowththe Lord Jefus, and Jhalt believe inthy
beart that Ged bark raifed bim from the dead, thoy Joalt be faved :
For With the beart man believerh unto Righzeoy/m;ﬁ, and with the

Cor, 4. 17. S iith C onfe/fion s made wnto [alvation. " For whofoever [hall call

on the name of the Lord, hall be faved,

Mat. 6. 14, 1§. For if ye forgive men their tre[pafes your hea-
venly Father Witl alfo forgivg ;a‘i.' b

trefpaffes, neither will Jour Father forgive your trefpaffes.
Act. 10.35, Bur i Every nation he that feareth bim, and work -

' eth Righteoufnefs, is Accepted wit bing.

Rey. 2.2, 14, Blefled arethey that do bis (" ommandments, that
they may have Right tothetree of Life,and may enter in by the gate
_Joh. 1 226 « If any man (erve me,let bim follow me s-and Where
Lam, there fball alfo my fervant bes Ifamy man ferve me, him will
my father bonour.

Rom. 8 13. If yelive afteer the'flefh ye hall dye : but if ye by
. the

But ifyeforg ive not men their -
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- theé Spirit domoriifie the deeds of the body, ye (hall live. AL
Mat. §.20. Except your Righteon[ne(s exceed the Righteon/nefs
of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye fball in no cafe enter into the King-
dom of heaven, Read allthat Chapter. '
~ Ezek.33.11.16. As L live [aith the Lord God.I bave no plea-
Jure in the death of the Wicked, but that the wicked tsrn from bis
- way and live : turs ye,turn yé from your evil Ways 5 for Why will ye.
die O houfe of Ifracl! 14.16. If he turn from his fin and do thar
which is lawful andright, ec. None of s fins that be hath com~-
mitted, [ball be mentioned to bim, &c. Y ;
Ezek. 18. 28,29,30,31,32. When the Wicked man turneth away:
. from bis wickedne[s that be bath committed, and.doth that which .
{awful and right e ball [ave bis (ol alive ; becaufe be confidereth.
and turneth aWay from all bis tran[gre/Jions that be bath committed,
be fball furely live be fball not dye,8cc. Repent and turn your felves
from all your tran(gre(ftensy [0 Insguity [ball not be your ruine, ¢
Rom. 2.5;6,7,10.: - Revelation of the Righteons judgemsent
of Gad,who Will render to every man According to his Deeds : To,
them Who by patient Continnance in wel-doing, feck for Glory and
Honour, and Immortality, Eterpal Lifey Glory, Honour and ‘Peace,
to every man that worketh good, &c. ' g
1Tsm. 4.8. But Godline[s is profitable to all things, havisg
promife of the life that wow isyand of that whichis tocome. . . N ..
1 Joh. 3.7 Listle children,let, no man deceive you s He that doth
Righteonfne[s, #rightcous, evenas beis righteons. I "d’i 3
 Rev, 14. 13. Wait ; Blefled are the dead that die in the Zr. ;
from beuceforth yea [aith the Spirit, that they may reft from thes
- labosurs,, and their works do follo them. ; .,
Heb.5.9. He became the Author of eternal § alvation to all thew
that obey bim. :
]oh.Ju;. 21. He thas Loveth me,[bakl be loved of my father, and
I will love bhim, &c. :
+Mat. 10. 37, 38. He that loveth Father or Mother more
then meyis not worthy of me, ¢5c. 2
1 Cor.16,22. If{m; man Love not the Lord Tefus (orift, et
~ %im be Anathema, Maranatha. : :
: " Prov.28. 13, Hethat confeffech anid forfaketh bis Jins , foalk have
mercy. -
Zk{ar. 7.21,24. Not everie one thas [aith wito me Lord ,Lgrd, o 1
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Poallenter into the Ringdoms' of EHeaver, but be that doth the,
will of ‘my fathery o, Therefore whofeever heareth thefe fay-
ings of mine, and dovh them, Iwill liken himro'a wife man that
built bis bonfe on a Rock , &c. : - :

Luke 11.28, v Tim 6. 18,59. That they may do good; be rich
in good Warks. laying up in fRore for themfelves a° good. faftndnttan

E agasnfb the tinse to came, that they may Iy hold on esernaliife.

1 Cor. 9.24,25,26,27. Mat. 11 . 12, Luke 13. 24 Phil. 2.12%..

- Pfal. 2. 12, Kifs the Son,left be be angrie, &c. S CARERL

] Mat. 11.28,29,30. Come tome all ye thas labowr and are heavy

2 ladew and I will giveyon reft - Take my yoke npon yos, and learn of

me, for T am meek.and lowly in beart, and ye foall find reft to your

Soalpnanes sd slundad ; 9dil e (AT et
So thofe texts that deferibe the contrary dammning fine

Lake 19. 27. Thofe mine enemies that wonld not I [hould reign
over them, bring them bither, and [lay them & efore m.

Joh.3. 19. This s the condemnation that Light 7 come into the
World, and men loved darknefs rather then lighe, becanfe their deeds
were evil, See ver( 2.0, : ; :

See James 1. 12. Mat.10,22.Rev 2.7, 11,17, 26. He that over-
comethy and Reepeth my Works tothe end, &c. And 3,512, 21

TIWill add'no more : bys intreat the Reader to lay by the prejudicing
[ ommients of each partic while be impartially Weighs thefewards of

God 3 and then let him judge as the Lord [ball diveét bim. ' -

—
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TH'” T have given the offended pavt.of ‘why brethwer a trovs
and full account of my judgement, how much I giveto Works,
and bow much 1deny to them in this matter. of Juftificasion. Which
Jet 1dowith this protefation. 1. T bat Iintend not.all this as the Hr=
ticles of my Creed, or as 'Zeing all of it of neceffity to Sabvationte be
believed, nor wonld I obtrude it on others, if I had poWwer, wor #s it all
-of equal moment. 2. That I do not peremptorily fix upon any part of
it that is doubiful or controvertible among learned Godly men, fo 2
not to bear any reafon againft it 5 but am ready.to lay it by, when I
canby my wimoft induflry and Gods illumination pracure [o much
more light as to difcern my miftakes, 3. T hat if there be ever aword
15 this contrary tothat General Creed or Confeffjon which I made in
the beginning,or contrary to.the Scripture, I do now inthe geveraland
implicitely difclaim it 5 and when I [ee it particalaply, 1 will parti-
cularly Renonnce it, and Correlt it, 3 )

Andthe Reafons of my being [o large on this Point, are thefe 1w
1. Becanfe Mr.Crandon doth [o freguently and uncharitably acenfe
me of [ubtile referves, and diffimulation, and biding the worft, and
meaning one thing,When I Write another ; 1 have therefore openedmy
mind to the full referving notbing that I can remember , of moment s
to the point'sn hand, but fhewing how much I give toman 5 Teas I
bave ffudsed to fay the very wtmof} for Holine[s and Obedience, thac
was in my thoughts, that they who accouns thss Popery, may [eethe
Wor/t. - ;
2= Alfo many do foiloWw me With importunity to Reprint my Apho-
rifms, whileft others do bold my bands. To [atisfie thefein the mean
time, I have Anticipated much of them in thefe Conclufions, .and gi=
ven them the [wmm of What I mean to [ay on this point more largely
- Cthongh I be put to repeat much of this. again : ) "Orif God will not

let me live to do that Work, and publify my thoughts more fully, yet
thefe conclufions bave difcovered [o much of them, as may 4 anatcd
men with my meaning in the main,in this point, that they miftake me
#ot [0 grofly as fome formerly bave done. .

But yer I bave [omething more to add s For though thisbe t(ae
[umm of my thoughts on this pointyas to the matter,and 1 will not dif-
ferto contending, with any that agree With me in thé thing, 4"44"./:
agreein Words only ; and though 1 verily think that it is mof in meer
words_that 1differ fromthofe Reverend brethren who bave given
me their Animadverfions on thefe points; Yet becanfe even verbal

K.
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"m'ﬁ_a&n nmf introdute veal, orthe Verbal and the Real ave not by al
difcerned afunder, and lefft anythink I make a greater matter of any

tevms or Notions of my o¥on thew indeed [ do, [ will [ay /[ omf_flﬂ-"”z‘,’ ”]:
my judgement abont the very terms which there is [o much [rife about
sn the Churches. ;

SECT. IV.

Of the Verbal Differences.

I. =f~Here s fo great Ambiguity in the term #orks, that I think
Tit occafioneth much of our contentions. 1 By works may be
meant in general,any good a&ion : or 2.More fpecially, fuch acti-
ons asa Workman doth for his wages, making it Debt, for the be-
nefit that may redound thereby to another, by way of commuta-
tive Juttice. 3.0r elfe for perfect obedience according to the Law
of Nature as made to perfe® man-in innocency 4. Or for the
doing of the cask of fervices in Mbofes Law, inthemfzlves confi-
dered ; which was [pecially called Works. 1. Becaufe of the la-
borious, external, endlefs task of duty which it contained : and

2. Becaufe of the coftlinefs of the Sacrifiees, in whofe value they
- much trufted. 3. Becaufe of Gods own inftitution of them, which

( miftaking theend ) they the more confided in, 5. For A&ions

‘which ate conceited Metitorious ( when indeed they arenot, )

though.notw pon the rerms of commutatiye Juftice, yet of diftri-
butive. 6. For any adtion which is done more for anochers good
then our own: Either, when men conceit they advantage God, or
when they help men. Efpecially wheq they are coftly adions : as

~ Bivingtothe poor, building Al mes-houfes, Collédges, Churches,

&c: 7. Forfincere obedience to the Lord that bought us, ac-
cording to the gracious terms of the Gofpel 8. “or the External

- part ofchis obedience, difting from Love, Truft, &, And per-

haps there may vet more fences be remembred, Concerning this.
Ilay downthefe Propofitions. A

Y. Panl never took Works in the frit fence, fo as toexclude

them from being conditions of Juftification: For then he fhould
have excluded Faith and Repentance.

2. Nor




. (67)
2. Nor did he fo take theminthe feventh or eighth fence, ex-
~ cluding them from being conditions of our final Juftification.

3. fames took not Works in the fame fence as Panl ¢ Forthe
W orks that James fpeaks of were neceffary, butthe Works that
Panl-mentions might not be attempted or imagined, which make
the reward to be notof Grace but of debt; and the Works of
Jewifh Ceremonies ceafe. . -
4. Becaufe itis the Scripture Phrafe to call Evangelical obe-
dience by the name of Works, therefore no man isto be blamed
fimply for fo doing. ; .  -ciotlig SATO

5. Yet is there {o great a difference between Gofpel-obedience,
and both Mofaical Ceremonies, and the perfe&t fulfilling of the
firft Law, or any conceited Merits, that we fhould keep thatdif-
- “ference as apparent as we can; and therefore not ufe the term
Works, ( which Paul fo appropriates to the other forts ) when
there is any jealoufie whether you meannot one of the othér fort
of works ; - unlefs you explain your felf in the ufe. And therefore.
ordinarily the terms Obedience or Repentance, Love, cre. are fitter
- thenthe term works: g5y .

6. For though no creature can Merit of God in Comshuta-
tive Juftice, yet o dams works were, 1, Asmuch in weight and
number as God in Juftice could require of perfet man. 2. And
they were to be more in givipg out tothe honor of God, and lefs
in direG receiving : though yet he did receive ih all.Our works are
nothing to what is due for number or weight ; and they are allfo
purely receptive, that though we muft aim at Gods Glory, yei
is at the Glorifying of Free-Grace wherein we are recetvers. Fath
is the acceptance of Chriftand life freely given: Lovels but the
mode or nature of that acceptance refpecting the goodnefs of the
Obje&. Repentance is but an emptying our hands of dung, that
they may be fit te receive Gold. Lamentation, Humiliation, an
open confeffion of fin, are but proclaimings of the freenefs 0
Grace,and telling God and men how much weare unworthy of it
and deferve the contrary : or elfe preparations to make our hearts
ficto taftand value the freenefs of Grace. \

lK 2 .SE'CT‘
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SEG T, V. "

2. THe wordMerit alfo is very ambiguous. ¥.Sometime it is ma-
- & terially taken for that which by the proportion of its worth
to another deferveth fomewhat anfwerable in Commutative
Juftice. ' In this fence our Divines ufe the word, againft the Papifts
commonly, * when they fay that which Meriteth, muft not be due
to the other, muft advantage him,. muft be proportioned to the
Reward, &c, 2. Sometime it is taken for fome defert by eminent
fervice for the Commonwealth + above what the Law of that
Commonwealthimpofeth': a5 Davids killing Galiah ; the a&s of,
his worthies , Samp/fons exploits, &c. whicha Re&or, asfuch,
among men, is obliged in Juftice to Reward, both for the com-

- mongood thereby advanced, and for encouraging of gallant men.
3. Sometime it is taken fordefert by fo perfe& obedience to the

Rector asis Vvery eminent and exemplary, or as perfe@ as he can

timeitistaken for ana& of meer love, fappofed to deferve a re-
turnof love, though the party befoved receive no benefit by it:
3+ :Sometime for fome eminent expreflion of that love, as by 'ven-
turing ones life, or lofing limbs or fife in anothers caufe, and for
hisfake, though He recejve no benefit by it. 6. Sonietime for
very great fufferings or loffes fuftained in the execution of fome
commands, which 1t is fuppofed deferve fome réparation, or bene-
ﬁg.frogz_-the, Commander ; g maimed- Souldiers deferve to be
mameained. 7. Somerime it is improperly taken, for the perfor-
ranceof anycondition -to which a Reward is promifed by the
Re&or, though it advantage him not, and have no pragortion co
the Reward, and were ic felf due; yet becaufe the work pleafeth
him,as beinga thing hie loveth,therefore be promifeth the Reward,
and upon thefe two grounds conjun® . the verruoufnefs of the
work,and the Obligarion of the promife they cali the performance
of the condition, Merit + much more, if any of the former coneur.
8. Sometime it is taken for any performance of the condition of
Promife or_GiFt, though the nature of the condition be not fo
much: pofitively to pleale, as segarively not to difpleafe. Asin
a free gift, where naturally among all men thefe three condition
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are fappofed. 1. That you reject not, nor defpife dhegife, bur’
accept it. 2. That you be not unthanifull: 3. T bat you abufe

not him that gave it, as to fpitin his face, orfeek hisdifhonor or
death. ' And though the a&s may be pofitive, yer it is rather @
not difpleafing, then a pofitive pleafing, which they are required
for. ¢ -Sometime itistaken for any dunefs of a Beneficor Right
to a thing, though by abfolute gift, or naturak Inheritance, ¢c.
10. Sometime for a meer comparative worthinefs: as when
two men, who do neither of them properly deferve well, yet oneis
far better then the other, and is faid to be more deferving then he,

thatis, lefs undeferving : Or if one of them muft have the benefit,

he is the fitter. 11. Sometime for any acquilition. 12. And

fometime it is taken in [énfn forenfi, for the Merit of the caufe, as
to the judgement to bepaffed. And fo Lawyers fay that every
caufe hath Evidence and Merit : and they define Merit, thus, Me=
ritum canfe eft in guantsm Furi C ongrit, guod reile eftimatnr e
Jententia juris ¢ aquitate, as Dr. Zouch faith. 13. Sometime it 1§
taken for the fitnefs of any thing in Nature, Art‘%or ahty, to
be efteemed and denominated good, according to its INature. As
every good Work, or gracious inclination deferveth to be efteem-
ed as it is. So he that performeth Chrifts conditions, deferveth
to be efteemed or Judged a. performer, and not a non- performer
thereof.  For every thing is worthy to be judged to be what it 1s.
$0 Goodnefs or Amability is calted Merit, becaufe’every thing
deferves to be loved and accepted, fo far as itis good and lovely :
and corifequently to be lovingly ufed. 14. Laftly , Merit1s oft

 fomeevil. £ |

Now amangall thefe fenfes, it is not fair to condemn any mag
of Error forghe bare ufe of the word, titl you know what fence be
takesitin, Yetdo Mr, E. and Mr. Cr. make me as bad or woxfe
thenany Papifts, who own not the very word at all, inthat whole
book,which they write againft ; But only fay,that improperly and
largely it maybe thus taken that is,will bear fuch a fence.

ed,and how many not, in our eafe, asto the matter, without looke
ing to the propriety of the term Merit. Butit would be toolong,
and you may partly gather i from what isfaid before,and it isnos
s : X3 bard

taken in an il fence, commonly called Demerit, for the defertof

L3

All thefe forementioned forts of Meritare not properly called
Merit. I was about fetting down how many of them may be own~
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hard to fee it in the nature of the thing, for the moft of them.
And therefore leaving every one to judge of the Matter as they -
fee caufe, How far Man hath any of thefe things, by men ;alled
Meritorious? 1 fhall only fpeakto the very word, accordingto
my intent. And I fhall fpeak my thoughts in thefe two conclufions
following. ; g
1. 1dothink it unfit to uf the term Merit of any Actions of maz,
{ - as toGods CMercies or Rewards , and that Divines fhould agree to-
gether to difufeir, andrejeit it, and exprefs their minds .b] [ome fit=
ter terms. . ] : .
'My Reafons arethefe. 1. Mans heartis proud enough with-
- out fuch Inftigations: We have more need to contrive gll the
- moft effe@ual convenient means, for the deftroying of this moft
dangerous Mafter fin.: and even to fit the very terms of our Do-
 &tine to this end. And though the matter that fome intend by the
term Merit, have no tendency init felf to our puffing up, and we
« muftnot difclaim obedience, for fear of being proud of it, yet the
“term doth fo ftrongly favour of more then any fober Chriftian
- may arrogateto himfelf, that | think it unfafe, :
- 2. Orifit (hould not be fo to the judicious, yetitis to the vul-
- gar, who will ufe the word in imitation of them, when they cannot
imitate them in the Caution and Interpretation. . - adinoic )
3. The holy Scripture ufeth this term fparingly (Imeanthe
- words of the fame fignification ) if at all ; which many learned
men do queftion. And we have grear reafon to ufe itas {pa-
‘ringly. : e
ﬁ.yIn its moft proper fence, as it fignifieth that which is Nez
due 5 which is 1o the benefi of another 5 which bath any proportion to
-the Reward, ¢~c. Yea, or but any one of thefe, it.cannot be ufed
“by us but with arrogant prefumption, and fuch, as ifit be heartily
-done,isdeftructive to our Chriftanity, and inconfiftent with fince-
* rity. Itisnot fit therefore ordinarily to ufe a phrafe, though ime
properly, which isfo dangerousin the proper fignification. We
“know bow we fpeak it, but we know not how others will under=
fand and receiveit. ; ‘
i : ~ 5. The eftate of man fince his fall is {o depraved and miferable,
‘that it befeems him to fpeak in anfwerable Janguage- For the
‘poor to fpeak proudly, a finnerto ufe Arrogant terms,is an unna-
‘tural and unexcufable Exrox. . ; ; =
- 6. It




| and the honoring of Chriit and Free-Grace by mans humiliation :

(71) ,
6.1t fonnds as a contradi®ion to the very defign of the Gofpel: -
God hath contrived the abafing of man before he glorifie im, ¢

e

and totake men off all conceirs and confidence of properMeriting,

before hie ever give them a taft of Reconciling Grace. Now to

ufe fuch arrogaht words, how well foever we mean, is to caft a .

{ftumbling block in the way of our Brethren, and to make anap- -

pearance of refifting Chirift, and facrilegioufly violating the Tem- -

ple ofhis Glory. All Chrifts true friends and followers {hould

be tender of his honor, and ftudy the advancement of his bleffed

ends, efpecially being fo {weetly fuited to our Necefities, asthe 7

way of Loveand Free-Graceis; and not cauftlefly 10 1un intc a Jetss

fuch fo’?Lappeararﬁce? and occafions of evil. : 5 resen 4/'#5
7. The very Phrafe of Meric ( if I may judge of othersby ™y /- ~/g 4o

felf j bath fomewhatin it that is(ungrate?u]l, gnd ofa dii‘pleaﬁngf'{’ o

found toa Chriftian ear. I never hear it applyed to mans 1&ionS #7 eveh oren,

tqw_ards God, but me thinks-there is fomething within me that

difliketh and abhorreth it.  The very work of the fpiric of God ™,

upon a Chriftians heart, abafing him in himfelf, and carrying him Mmﬂkq

outto Chrift, hath methinks a Retu®ancy againft, and adiftaft . g

of fuch terrus as thefe, and is offended at them, as the fenfesat -

that which doth annoy them. And how unfit and dangerousa '

courfeitis, for Minifters to ufe fuch words, which found fo un- . ﬁ\

1

gratefully to every gracious foul, is not hard to Judge. “For my
own part, it never entered into my thoughts, to my remembrance;
to approve cither of the term or proper fence; how ever Mr. €,
and Mr.Cr.unworthily wreft my words, quite contrary to the moft
evident fence of them, and the whole fcope of the place.

The Lord and my own Confcience know,that my Iniquities are
more before mineeyes, and a greater burden is upon My heart,
then will fuffer me to truft in any Merits of my own . or once to-
dream that E have fuch a thing. And though the defire of my fopt
is to watk with God , and T have tafted of his unfpeakable lovein. -
his holy ways, and perceived that there onlyit is that he willbe
found, and by all the ftrivings of his fpirit againft my flefh, andall s
the workings of Grace upon any depraved heart, I well perceive
hew God foveth Holinefs, and delighteth in Purity, and faith.fult
obedience, and therefore by the Grace of God, Twillnever think.

or fpeak bafely and conrempmoutly of the image of my Lord, &
| ‘ gain.




* Nor will I fin againft the HolyGhoft,the San&ifier of the Church,

- all the temprations of my life, I have felt fo little temptation to

. toooft do I feel it firring in refpect to the judgement of man,and

- leave to open my heart in this point,and to fj peak what I feel there,

gain the reputation of being Orthodox among the moft honorable
, of the fonsof men, much lefs with fuch as Mr. £. and Mr.Cr.

by fleighting his bleffed work ; Yet I ferioufly profefs,thatamong :

dream of Merit, or to take any boldnefs with God upon confi-
- dence of the worth of any thing in my felf,or to be lifted up before
him upon a conceit of my good defervings, that I know not the
beft work that ever I did inmy life, which doth not more humble
- me then exalt me,when I reviewit. Iam fo Confcions that I have
nothing but what I received, and that it is God that worketh both
_to Willand to Do, and that without Chrift I cando nothing, and
thatmy beft Aions are {0 lamentably defeive and cotrupted,
that wichout abundant pardoning Grace in Chrift, they will fink
~meto Hell, that I look with fhame and forrow on the beft of my
Works: I know my heart hath pride in it as well as others, and

~otherways againft God ; but fhould I glory or truft in any Merit
of my works,I fhould even be brutifh in contraditting fucha Sun
of Evidence, and fuch lively fence of my own heart, MayI take

and to lay by allmy other grounds that while ? it is thus with me :
When 1 review any duty or work that ever I did, I feel no confo-
lation accrew to my fou! fromit,as g work, or inrefped toits va-
lue?but meerly Negative : that is,l efcape the difquict and trouble
which would follow the contrary : The comfort that Ihave
in this refpect is pofitively none at al + Only I find no reafonto
- difcomfort myfelf forchofe fins which I never committed, ( fo
far:) Werela Drunkard, Adulterer, Murderer, &c., I might
from the demerit of thefe expe® more forrow then I have. But
yetinother refpe@sI find a pofitive comfort from Holinefs,. and
Obedience : As conditions of Salvation,they are conditions or oc-

» and the things which he loves, & (ub quorum ratione, he

encline the foul to God, and difpofe it to Communion with him,
ts, Prayfes, in the exercife of Faith, Love,
: Delight,
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Delight, Confidence, Hope, &c. {0 finde they are Caufes of my
Comforts. But I muft needs fay , that itis far harder to me in
thefe kinds to take half that comfort in my Graces and Duties
which Ifhould take, then not to take too much : and I have no
need of an Antinomian at my elbow to hinder thefe confolations,

and to fay to me, Take heed that you make not Holinefs and Du-

ty the Occafion, or caufe of your comfort, left you be a Papift :
For T have vatan at my elbow, asit were pleading more effectu-
ally, diverting me from that Duty , diminifhing the exercife of
thofe Graces, without which God will not be enjoyed, nor my
foul maintained in a comfortable frame. To have'‘comfort and
fpiritual delights in God, from my Graces or Dauties in any of
thefe allowable ways, is no fuch eafie matter with me, asthatI
ould need fuch breath to cool my comforts, Ithink that were
all one, as to fay Thave need of help to make me lefs holy, and
to deltroy my Gracesand Communion with God. For the fouls
Delight and Con placency inGod is the height of its Holinefs,and
the top of all itsduties. Ido not fay that I have no temptation
to Carnal confidence in Duties or that I am not guilty of any fuch
fin; But fure I am, when I take all the helps of confolation toge=
ther, the Love of God, the Blood of Chrift, the Glory promifed,
the Evidences of my intereft, &c. Ihave more adoe to reach to
the thoufandch part of that delight and fatisfa&ion of mind which
Ifhould have, then to keep itunder. - 3
And in this my experience anfiwereth my judgement of the in-
tereft of our own Works or Graces in our Comforts. For if we
look to the value of them ‘and the matter of ftrit Merit, I ever
- tookthat which fome call Merit tobebut . 4 nor Meriting the
¢ontrary. Even 4d.m ininnocency,had he fo continued, had more
fitly been faid to have not deferved death, then to have de/erved-
life. And they that believe and obey the Redeemer,may be faid,
Not to bave Merited the lofs of Chrift and life by a final Reiettion
of him . (thoughin other refpe@sthey might ) ‘then to bave Me-
vited a partin (hrift and life by believing and obeying. Yer dare T

not fay that holinefs and duey hath no pofitive intereft in Sﬁe plea-
Jing of” God. becaufe it hath none by way of ftri& merit : Nor

darel think thatitisbut 45/entia contrarii, and not to be unholy

formally chat he expecteth : for fo a tree or a ftone fhould pleafe
God aswell as a Sainr, And the fate of the glorified Saints -

L , would
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would foon confute me. * So mueh againfh thenfe of the term me«
;‘it’ ‘and in explication and confirmation of the Negative, Propo-
ition, ; R0 vl 11 116imos 26 pd odes 033 e
. Prop.2. Aff. Yetmbhere {_mectwith any [ober Ovthodox Chrie
Piansy who ufethe vwordNicri as applyed to mmans, Atkins, v ards,

odsl meaningitisereby, noy mere hon is west s houg b the seim be #n
fits I will not acenfe [nchof Poperyy er ather-falfe, doflrine, nor,
alienare my [elf from thems, wor defamethem ta thewarld s fi!&. will
detefs the. prathifes of thofe that (odos . iy g

; 2} e aud1dvia. bt
- My Reafons for thisxelolution are fuch, as Idars fay,, all mo-
derate, judicions Divines will allow, ,what ever  furigus, factious:
firebrands mayimagine of them: ) g lod 1js
. Reafis. TheFathers, and the whole Church of Chrift, fo far:
as we are able to judge by their writings,- did ufethe word merit:
(the Latine. Writers) or. one of like fignification (as the Greek.
Wiritersdid > for above a thoufand years after Chrift, for ought I
finde; without fo much as one contradicting voice. And what man
thatis a Chriftian doth not fo much Reverence thofe ancient\V or-.
thies, and the whole Church, as to deal tenderly and honorably.
with them for.a word, when they agree with usin {ence ? And‘
what man that would feem to.be a Proteftant, dare make all thefe:
Fathers; and the whole Primitive Church to be Papifts 7 that hach:
not a defignhereby to ferup Popery & -For were that true, what:
fober man would not be firongly tempted to be.a Papift2: 1 1. -,
Reaf 2. All our Proteftant Divines that vindicate our Doctrine
againft the Papifts, inﬁthi,s..poiqt (fo far asI can remember) do:
unanimouily endeavor tovindicate the Fathers & firft Churches,
from Doctrinal Popery herein, and dointerpret the termedderit,
as fignifying.no more then we confefs ; and fo are tender of the.
honour of the Fathers and Chyrch, = ' :

- Reaf. 3. The firft Proteftant Princes, Churches and Divines,
’fmtllnwgm t;l}e Reformed Churches had the name of Proteﬁanftsg
Inthe eAugufiane Confeffion {whichthen was, and ftill is taken for.
the fulleft reft of the,Prc{;{taé;tD:gct'riné am(’mg thofe Churches)
do ordinarily ufe the word Merit. As, Artic. fidei pracip.o Art:6 .
Semper igitur [(entiendum eff nos confequi Remiffionem peccatdrums
& perfondm pronunciari jufbam s id eff, Acceptari grasss proprer.
Chriftum, per-fidém, -Roftea wvero placere etiam obedientiam ev=
Zabegem O repurari quandep juflitiam, & mereri pramis, &0
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8debonis operib:  Quanguam igitur hac sova obedientia pro-
ciul abeft-d perfetione legis, tamen eft Juffitia, & meretur premia,
ideo quia perfome reconciliate funt + & poftea, Debet ad hec dona
accedere exencitatio woftra, que ¢ confervatex € ' mereturincres
mentum, juxtaillud, habentidabirnr. Et Auguftinus precldre dixit:
Dilectio meretur incrementum Dileltionss ;cum videlicet exercetnrs
@c. &de Confefs. Monemns ¢ illud: fepe punivi peccata eti-
am temporalibus penitin bac vita ; we David,Manaffe; & /i mul-
¥4 punits (wnt . Et bas penasmitigari docemus boris sperib s, & vini+
Ver(a penitentia ; Sient docet, Paulus f"nos ipfos 11 LiCaRe VS ok
‘udscaremanr 4 domino. Et paenitentic merutt ut “Dess [bitidtiam
de delenda Nineve mutaret. e

Reaf. 4. The wirtenberg Confeffion ufeth the word Meric
in like. mannet : - yet it is well known- thatthe’ Zutherans were
‘drawn by;the Flaccian party; to runintorthe extream,in detradt-
ing from good works : asistoo evident in many of their-writings,
Lege (on. [ehlnff elburg. Contra Majoriftas ¢ Voffis Thef. de bonis
-operibus ¢ Melchior. Adamumin vita Georgii Majoriss | -
. Reaf. §. Our moft Renouned Proteftant Divines do ufe th"c
term Merit, Afelanithon ufethit inhis Apology for‘th_e Angr-
Jeane Confefsion: He and Luther; with the rett of their party,
ufeditinthat Confefsion: Calvin, Bucer and others of chiefeft
eminency, who are efteemed as of another party, did fubfcribe
to that Confefsion. ‘As many of the reft did offer to do, and the
‘Lutheran Churches do to this'day. And T take the' Churches in
Denmark, Sweden, Saxonie;&c. to be Proteftants, " ol

Reaf. 6. Wehave made the terms[ deferwing, dnd merit Jfome-
what lefs culpable, by ufing them familiarly in animproper fence
out felves in our common fpeech. Asis plain in the feveral inftan-
ces given, when I opened the divets ufes of this word.” For exam-
Ples FirlR, 1n fenfuforenfi + we have foufed the term {M"”f’."fl
Carfs, that it is not very eafie to find'out another that {hal
fufficiently fupply its place, and be weli underftood. And we ?al
it Meritum (unfs, and fay, The caufe _c_l_e_feges tha; the per Oﬂ_
%e juftified, even in cafe of a meer falf :1«:(:{1’?‘.6‘0“:bf(.mght igami: '
him ; . betau(e every thing and caufe deferveth to be ]ﬁ“l_dggn daf: e
15: 2. Ind-legall fence, we have’ nfed to fay’; thar an o + : b
fubje& deferveth prote&ion, and a valiant fouldier defervet ’ :he
Couragement, &c. though pel‘h"c}fs the Prince were never

.

, better
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better for them, becaufe the ends of his Government require vthvis-'
3. Ina domeftical Government, we commonly fay, when one
child is loving, thankfull and obedient to the father, when others
are difobedient,and contemn him,that he deferveth the fove of the
father, and confequently the benefits which are the fruits of that

“Jove. 4. InEthical refpe®, we are wont to fay, that ﬁgo,d_n_g‘fs
defervesour fove. Good a&ions or good perfons, or thofe that

~1ovens, or thofe that run any great hazzards, or fuffered much
inlove to us, deferve to be loved again. 5. Yea, we give the
praife of merit commonly to bruits themfelves, for fome excellen=
€ies.of nature wherein they excel others. Yet there is fo great adis
fance between God and us, that we fhould be lefs bold in our €x=
preffions.

Reaf.7- The Scripture ufeth thefe words, which we well tran-
flate Werthine(s, Reward, &c. And how much thefe are related.
tomerit; and of how neer importance they are to [merit ]I leave
to confideration. Mr. Eyre faith, that the Scripture ufeth thefe-
improperly ; and then why fhould I cenfure thatman as errone--
ous, th?t ufeth a word of fo neer fignification or importance im-
properly 2 ~

Kea[. 8. Yetneerer ; Whether the Seri pture contain not thofe-
terms applied to mans ations, which may be tranflated merit-
AT mperss, &c.fome doubt upon thefe grounds. 1., %ws and Z&ia
are found in Scri pture:whether thefe fignifie meriting and merit,as -
well as Worthy and Wortbimﬁ,nceds not much enquiry ifwe ftand:
to thc' common Iudgement of Lexicons and Authors’.Vid.Matla.v
Ma.rtmi:mf Lexic.in verbo Merear. Perottus, JMevere e Mevers

Jignificat Dignsum effes cum poft fo accufandi cafym haber,8cc, But
@Eros 1s commonly tranflated Dignuse Vid, ¢tiams Martininm in
adverbzaMerth, ¢t nomine Meritum, Peyop- Dignym dicimns quod
Marerur, Scalig. 1.4, Poet.c. 10.Graci alcéy dicunt :unde sEispara

.: ﬁmZ:.m GHE - omninmy confenfu digme Sunt ut {napte natura fine nlla
provatione ver eredantyy, i igni .

Erit igitur Dignitas conditio perfine,

. - And  meritum is commonly defined (as

SAlar, tin.noteth) Aétio qua Juffum eft ut agenti alignid detur. It

:Ea Righteous thing with God to rec. ence tribulation to them
1at trouble you, and to you that are troubled,Reft with us,when,
& 2.The/1.6,7,8. Asa Righteous Judge he hall give the
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Crown of Righteoufnefsto all that love his appearing, 2 Tim.
4.8. He isnot unjuft to forget your work and labour of love,
Heb. 6. 10, faith CMartin. Merito eft fecunduns Tus ; ex fofta
vatione [ew canfa : How commonly do Philofophers, Zabarel,
Zuingerus, Scheggins, and others,faith Goclevins, Lexic. Philofops
in Merito, ufe the word Merizo even for Per or Gratia,and all La-
tine Authors ufe meritifime €& meritiffimo s pro optimo Jure.
AZioy faith Beza, proprie de eo dicitwr quod aquals eft ponderis ac
momenti, tranflatione & ponderands ratione [nmpta. And from the
Apoftlesit: 1 d€ie 7 madnuere, Rom, 8. 18. He concludeth,
Sophifte multa de. Merito congrmi €5condigni nugantur 5 quoram
tamen doltrina el ex hoc loco optime refellitnr. And if 4 negatione
dfizs, Merit may be dire&ly confuted ; then they think that from
thofe Texts that affercit, and ufe that word, theufe of the term
meriting will be juftified. And Beza renders it ibid. Minime Paress
and faith, Itag, a& rette & proprie ufurpavit qnod nomen teftantur
Gramatici de isis dici que appenfa ejufdem powderis inveniuntar, wags
™ &% quod gue preponderant lancem attrabant. If 10, then

4&u0s and #Eix are words of as high a fignification as Meritym,and
need as much an acknowledgement of impropriety, when applied

to mans a&ions towards God. Zhe, Grotius faith,in A4t 10 10
that 3215 Grecss &5 qua huic refpondent Hebrais ac Latinis nov fem*
per © iew fed qualemcundg, rei convenientiam notat %1 lignet EpD. 4-
1. Phil, 1. 27. Cols 1. 10. 1 Thef. 2.20. 3Joh.6. But whether

 the word be taken largely or fri@ly, if it fignifie Aeritns, the

word Merit may feem to be as fitly ufed, either more largely or
firiGly. Now that thisword is {o ufed ofus, and our actions in

the New Teftament, is plain, 2 Thefe1. 5+ 7 xl2bioSlwat vpts:

7iis Camncias % Oeos e ns 4 wdoyers, That ye may be counted
worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which ye alfo fuffer. And
next follows, for it is @ Righteous thing With God, to recompence,
&rc. Lok.ao. 35. & Jexdlaiwderres 7% dioves cusiveTox e, “They
that fhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, Luk, 21.36-
bz walaZiodirs inguysiy fhatye may be acounted worthy to efcape,

Rev, 3. 4«57+ dEuch iy » for they are worthy, Luk- 10. 7,46060
épydrns 75 psds durs 8. The labourer is worthy of his wages.So.on

 the evil part; Rom. 1. 32,40 Savile: worthy of death, and in fob

11.6 the feptuagint have é71 dbed (ot driln amd aveloy GV nudgTIRas,
that God exacteth of thee lefs then thine iniquity deferveth; s;»
' 53 Ear i
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our tranflation hath it. Tt feémeth then that there are \;;vords. in
Lcripture ufed asto mans a&ions Godward, which fignifie pro-

perly Merit, and therefore muft be taken improperly 3 andfg
may the word Aferit, onithe fame ground, as well as the wor

worthy, which we ufe in our tranflation. The fame may be faid of

@5 which is oft ufed, 1 Zim. 1. 18, the fame with that in Luke
before cited, 556 toyerneas wish8 dvis, - And Heb. 11. 6. God
is called rei¢ inZn75Cuw avrsypidumdiris, A Rewarder of them that
deligently feekhim. And hisadtionin rewarding is* called 115 -
medogiav ik ;- Great Recompence of Reward ; or givingthe
Reward by way ompence. Andits faid of L/’Ma?e;, Heb. 11,
2,6, et TEBAETE Y 2p erg Tl S Tod\oai ey ;- hehad refpe& to the R?-
‘compence of Reward, ‘Many times is the like word ufed by Chrift
and his Apofties. Its true as Grarius faith; that the Hebrew and
Greek words, Promifcue Mevcedis & Doni babent fignificasionem s
q#o MAg s apparet non eans effem vim bujus vocis ut agqmlimte_m
inter faltnm & rem defideret. But then he addeth withall : _/ez\]
neque Lating vox id exigit. Eff quidems Merces, ut Varro vult, &
merendo: at Merere aut Mereri Latinis vetéribus erat confeqn.
Merces ea quam Dens rependit obedientic nofire fundamentum -
bet inliberali ¢ miferecord; ipfinss promiffione. Aliogui ‘non-digna

[unt que hic patimsr, gloriofo premio guod nobis obventurum eff+

Grot. inMat. 6. 3. And on %am. 2 p- 4. he faith alfo, (men-
tioning that of ¢ Yprian, preceptis ejus ¢ monitis aéttmpemndmtf ’
eft, nr accipiant Meritanoftra Mercidem ) uoinloco, 5 veternm
alsis, vox Meriti, fic fumenda eff, fient Vox -Mercedes, non apud-
ipfos tantum [ed ¢ in facris literis, Mat. 5,12, & 10, 42. Lok. 6.
35. Y COr. 3. 14. mimirum non ex aqualitate opevis & retributi-
onis, que hic certé nulla eft. Sed ex liberaliffima promi/fione gue
Laborantibus nobis Fus dat § ita ut boc negotium ad Donationem (b
conditione, qusm ad proprie ditam locntionem & condittionem, cii
Contrailui agnate Mercedis e Merends voces, propius accedat
g0 [enfa etiamPaulus dicit redditarum Desim pizs (ecundum ipfornm
opera, ROM. 2. 6. guorum operam explicatio suverdoyt i per com-
plexione eft; Mat, 25, circy finem, vedditzrum [citices Pudicio won
rigido, o4 vrira gnadam clementia teﬁperkzsa, e diretto ad nataram
beoniguiffimi faede ris por e propter Chriffum facti. Moreover, our
Divines take the Latin word Merces, not onely to be tollerable,
but to be Scripture fence, forthey oft retain it in our tranflations

Vof




| (79),
of thie Scripture: But it feems the word Aeritum hath nothing
-in it, which fhould make it much moreimproper then CA7erces :
for they are both Relatives : and they come both from ¢ erear.
I muft intreat the judicious Readernot to miftake my end in
2l this, norto - fuppofe. meto. conclude contrary to: my former
i’rqpo_ﬁr;_iqn}.; T {kand Eeg’gecn—two»extreamg, and therefore muft
{peak againftGoth. I onely hence conclude, that therefore we
{hould not too much quarrell about the bare word,when we agree
infence : nor fhould we cenfure any for the bareufe of the word:
CHMerit, as erring in, Do&rine, when it {feems to -him to be a,
term .warranted by Scripture : But yet where Scripture it felf:
ufetha termimproperly, we fhould  in our difputes lay by. fuch
terms ufually, if we have more proper ; -and where ufe hath made
a term dangerous to the fouls of men, itmay be fit to forbear it
without neceffity, or explication. I have faid the more alfo of
this, thatic may appear to all impartial Readers,on what grounds;
and with-what Truth and Modefty Mr. E.and Mr. (7. charge
me with Error,and flat Popery ; becaufe that when I was fpeaking
againft Merit, I yielded thatimproperly, and in a larger fence,
as Promife is an Obligation,and the thing promifed is called Deb
or Due, fo the performers e Condition thy
and: their perFOrmance’Merit,-though properly it is all of Grace
mmo any competent judgewhether thefe
mien do not hereby make all the Fathers and Churches of Chrift
to be Papifts, till about / [lebins his daies ; oratJeaft for ab'OVC
- %ooo. years after Chyift (and I thinkbetween thatand Lussers
time, the do&rine of Merits.was not much decayed) ?  Yea, fome

and then no wonder if they make Luther, (Melantlhon, and all
“the Proteftants that fubfcribed the Augnftane Confefsion; to be
Papifts : yea, Bucer, Calvin, and many of the moft eminent D1~
vines ofhis Judgement, who alfo fubfcribed, and offered to fub-
fcribe the fame Confeffion. I had as live be a Papift with all thefe,
asan Antinom’ian,calling my felf a Proteftant. And I think T
have faid enough to manifeft that the Spirit: of thefe-two Bre-
threns writings, is not {o like the Spirit of Chrift, that covereth
his peoples failings but never accufeth them for truth and duty.
as to the Spiriv of that: profeffed Accufer of the Brethren, and -
enemy tothe Truth. . - - SECT.

will doubt whether they make not Chrift andhis Apoftles Papifis?

N
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SECT.. V.1

Wil adde thefe two things concerning the Matter of Merit,
I having faid all this about the Name. 1. All the duries and gra-
ces of a Believer are fo far from meriting of God properly , and
according to Commutative Juftice, aswe did God any good by
it which thould oblige him to a Retribution,that they do oblige us
much more to God then we were before. For that whichisa duty
in one refpe& and a grace inanother, s indeed a choice partof our
mercy ; and the more we do for God, the more we receive ; 00t
only by way of Reward, butin the very Duty: nay Doing 1t felf
is bue in fome refpe& a receiving from God, and in fome refpect,
a means to further Receiving. When ever the foul 1s moved to
Love, Humility, Thankfulnefs, Defire, ¢zc. it receives this grace,

- and a pretious mercyitis : and in the exercife it receiveth more :

To Love God is fome degree of enjoying him : Even to give all
we have for him at his Call is a receiving from him. Honeft hear-
31:5 do underftand this myfterie, though Hypocrites and Pharifees
o not. :
2. Though I fay that no Angel is capable of fuch proper me=
riting of God, yet I do not intend, that finful man can merit as
far as Angels or e4dam ininnocency might have been faid to do:
No nor that our working now, is in the main parts, of that na-
tare as e4dams then was. Hiswas, the perfeét obedience of a per-
fet Creatnre , from the power of nature and thar Grace Which
was without proper Merit, for the continnance of that perfection,
andthe attainment of more. Ours is the imperfeét Obedience of @
Sinner freely pardonedupon bis beleving and repenting. which obe-
dience mainly confifteth in the edccepting of mercy, and ufing it for
Recovery, and it is performed and accepted by Gospel grace, Whichis
againft or contrary ro merit, and not only without it, I will explain
all by this familiar comparifon. A Father hath one fon at full age,
who_having the full ufe of Reafon and ftrength, is able and fit to
do him anfvyerable fervice He will give the inheritance to this fon,
becaufe he is a fon, out of meer Paternal Love, and not of merit
of the fon : yet becaufe heis an honeft vertuous man , he loveth
not hisfonas a fon fo dearly, but that he would reje& him if he
© were
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