
(to) 
Joh 5. 22,27,28,29. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 

committed all judgement unto the Son, And hath given him autho­
rity to execute Iudgement alfo, becaufe he is the Son of man. Mar-
vail not at this '.for the hour is coming in the which all that are tn 
the graves Jhall hear his voiceand Jhall come forth. The J that have 
Done Good unto the Refurretlion of Life, and they that have done 
Evil to the Refurretlion of Damnation. 

1 Pet. 1.16,17. *Be Holy,for 1 am Holy : And if ye call on the 
Father* who without refpeU offer font Judge th According to every 
mans tVorkf, p*f* the time of your fojourning here in fear* 

Phil. 4.17. Idefirefruit that may abound to jour Account, 
Mat. 16. 27. For the Son of mm jhall come in the Glory of his 

Father With his Angels, and then he jhall reward every man accor­
ding to his works. 

A f t T 7. 30,31. But now commandeth all men everywhere to 
Repent, becaufe he hath anointed a day,in which he will fudge the 
World in Righteoufnefs, by that man Whom he hath ordained. 

Mat. 13. 49. So Jhall it be at the end of the World* the Angels 
fball come forth, and fever the Wicked from among the Jujt, and 
Jhall cafi them into the furnace of fire, 43. Then Jhall therightle-
ousjh'me as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. 

2 Cor. 9. 6. But this I fay, He which foweth fparingly Jhall reap 
fparingly: and he which foWeth bountifully {hall reap bountifully. 

Verf. 9. As it is written, he hath difperfed abroad, he hath given 
to the poor; his Righteoufnefs remaineth for ever. 

Gal. 6.4,5,6,7,8,9,10. But let every man prove his own work^ 
and thenjball he have rejoycing in himfelf alone, and not in another. 
For every man Jhall bear his oWn burden. Let him that is taught 
in the Word communicate to him that teacheth in all good things. Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked -.For whatfoev era man foWeth, 
that Jhall he alfo reap. For he that foweth to his fle(b, [hall of the 
fejh reap Corruption : but he that foweth to the Spirit, Jhall of the 
Spirit reap Life everlafiing. And let us not be weary of wel-doing: 

for in due fea[on we Jhall Reap, if'we faint not. As we have oppor­
tunity therefore,let us do good to all men, &c. 

Pfal. 5 8.11. So that a man Jhall fay, Verily there is a Reward for 
the Righteous : verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

2 Timi 4.7,8. / have fought a good fight, I have finijhed my 
Co»rfe, 



(<*0 
Com f t 11 have kfp* *h* T a i t h i Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
CroVenofRighteoufnefs, which the Lord the Righteous Judge /ball 
give me at that day i and not to me only, but to them alf > that love 
his appearing. , 

Heb.6.10. God is not unrighteous to forget your wrkjmd labour^ 
& C Col. V 23,24. Whatfoeverye do, to it heartily as to the Lord 
not to men '.knowing that of'the Lord ye Jhall receive the reward of 
the Inheritance. . „ * « j 

H e b . n . 2 6 . ForhehadrefpeHtothe Recommence of Reward, 
(v\z.in choofin? afjli8ion With the people of'God&c.) 

2 Thef. 1. 5 & Which Is a manifefi token of the Righteous 
Judgement of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the ^domof 
GodJorVthichyealfofuffer. Seeing it is a Righteous thing With 
Godtorecompence tribulation to them that trouble you, and to you 
•who are troubled, Reft Kith us, when the Lord Iefus fhall be reveal­
ed from heaven, &c. f 

Mat-5- 12,46. Rejoycetfor great is your Reward in Heaven s Jf 
ye love them that love you,wh*t Regard have you ? 

Mat. 10 41 42. He that Received aTrophettn the name of a 
Prophet.fballreceive a prophets R^ard: and hethat receiveth a 
righteou 1 man in the name of a righteous man, fhall receive a nghte-

mans Regard: Andwhofoever fhall give to drinkjoone ofthefe 
little Ones, a cup of cold water only in the name of a Vtfciple, Verily 
I fay unto you, he fhall in no Kife lofe his Reward. 

Mat. 6.1 i A , 6 . That thine zAlrrn may be w fecret. and W 
f 2 r l h i c h 2 f e ^ 
thou haft (hut thy door, Pray to thy father which is m f«rt* 
thy father Uichfeeth in fecret,(ball Reward thee openly. 

I Cor. 0 17. If I do this willingly J have a Reward. 
Col. 2.18. Let no man beguile you of your Reward 
Mat. 19. 29. Every one that hathforfaken houfes orjr > 

&c. for my Names fake^all receive an hundredfold, an* 1™ 
herit everlafting Life. , t s fr'mds of 

Luke 16. 9. And I Jay untoyou. Make u ' receive 
the Mammon ofunrighteoufnefs, that whenye fail^ey m y 
you into everlafting habitations. condition of So all thofe texts that promife pardon, or ^lory 
mans Attions. . tut away the Bvil lh.ui6,i7ii^Wafhyou --makeyou clean.put away ^ 



luke n i i , 
Pr v i6. 6, 
& 10. 16. 
2. Cor. 4. 17 
Heb. 6. 12. 
lames 1. 25. 

(6z) 
of your doings from before mine eyes 1 ceafe to do evil, Learn to do 
Well, feek. Judgement, relieve the oppreJfed,judge the father left, plead 
for the widoto; Come now and let us Reafm together faith the Lord, 
though your Tins he as fcarletjhey Jhall be as white as fnow • though 
they be red like ^rtmjonjhey Jhall be lik» »fi& 

Ifa. 55, 6 7. Seekjethe LordwhiU he >nxy be found, Callyeup-
on him while he is near. Let the wickedforfuke hts way, and the un­
righteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will hzve mercy upon him -, and to our God,for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

Act. 7. f f c Repent and be baptized every one of jou in the name 
of Jefus Chrffl for the Remiffions of fins. 

Acts 3.19. Repent ye therefore and be Converted, that your fins 
maybe blotted'out Men the times of refrejhing Jhall come, &c 

Mark 1 4 J o h j W baptize, and preach thebaptifm of Repen­
tance for the Remt/Jion of fins. 

Luke 1 3 • ?, 5. Except ye repent,ye Jhall all liketoife perijh. So 
Rev,2 5 16,22. & 3 19 Act.8.22. toith many the hke. 

I Jon. 1,9 Jf )fre confefs our fimjje is faithful and Jujl to forgive 
tts ourfim,andtocleanfeusfrom all unriqhteonfnefs. 
iL*?™' I 0 / W O , i 3 . The word is nigh t hee, in thy mouth, and in 
tphcartth,tu the word of faith which toe preach: thst if thou 
h e ^ l f f u t r " ' ^ W ™ > believe i»thy 
heart that God hath raifedhmfrom the dead, thou Jbalt be faved : 
fortoiththeheart man beheveth unto Righteoufnefs, and with the 
mouth Confrjfionts made unto falvation. For whofoever fhall call 
on the name of the Lord, Jhall be faved 

thtVm'Jl'JX feS'^rethey thttdohk C"mmMdments, that 

lJmhthlZ 'Itl' n M y ^ f c r v e me>'" * mfoltor, H ; A 1 Utre 

Rom.813. Ifjcliveofteer th^fleJb^MU^-.^tif^ty 
the 



(<SJ) 
the Spirit do monifie the deeds of the body, ye (ball live. 

Illl Mat. 5.20. Except your Righteoufnefs exceed the Righteoufuefs 
M of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye /hall in no cafe enter into the Khg-

Vfyri, dom of heaven. Read all that Chapter. 
Ezek. 3 3 . I I . 1 6 . At I live faith the Lord tydj have no plea-

fure in the death of the kicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
ji.rf way and live: turn yetturn ye from your evil Ways ; for Why will ye 
Hp dieO houfe of I f rae l ! 14.16. / / he turn from his fin and do that 
i j which is lawful and right, &c. None of his fins that he hath com-

j j \ mittedt fhall be mentioned to him, &c. 
Ezek. 18. 28,19,50,31,32. When theWickfdman turnethaway 

Jl from his wkkjednefs that he hath committed* and doth that which is 
lawful andright,he(hallfave hisfoul alive ;becaufe&* confidereth 

M and turneth aWay from all his tranfgreffions that he hath committed, 
he fhall furely live he fhall not dye, dec Repent and turn your Jelves 

\ t f f r o m all J our tranfgreffions, fo Jniqstity fhall not be your ruine, &G-
Rom. 2.5,^,7,1 o 8 Revelation of the Righteous judgement 

ft of Cjod,who Will render to every man According to his cDeeds : To 
them Who by patient Continuance in wel-doing, feek^for Glory and 

fit Honour, and Immortality, Eternal Life 5 Glory, Honour and Teace, 
to every man that worketh good, &c. 

1 Tim. 4 .8. But Qodlinefs is profitable to all things, having 
promife oft he life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

1 Joh. 3.7, Little children,let no man deceive you: He that doth 
Righteoufnefs, is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

Rev. 14. 13, Wait; Bleffedare the dead that die in the Lord, 
from henceforth yea faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their 
labours, and their workf do follow them. . 

Heb.5.9. Be became the Author of eternal Salvation to all them 
that obey him. , „ „ , ' 

Joh. 14.21. Be that Lovethme,(ball be loved of my father, anA 

I Will love him. Sec. „ , . 
•Mat. 10. 37,38. He that loveth Father or Mother more 

then me,is not worthy of me, &c. , 
X Cor. 16,22. If any man Love not the Lord Jefus Chrijt, *** 

him be Anathema, Maranatha. 
Prov.28. 13. Hethat confeffeth aridforfaketh his fins ,fhaUhave 

mercy. , T % 
M a t . y . t j ^ Not event one that faith unto me Lord . 



Jh fill enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, fat he that doth the 
will of "my father, &c. Therefore^ whoftever heareth theft fay-
ings of mine, and doth them, J mil liken him to a wife man that 
hmlt hi* houfe on a Rocl^, &C. 

Luke 11.28. i Tim 6. 1-8,19. That they m*y do good, he rich 
in good Works, laying up in ft ore for themfelves a good foundation 
again/} the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

1 Cor. 9. 24,25,26,27.Mat. 11. 12. Luke 13. 24 Phil. 2.12. 
Pfal. 2. 12. Kifs the Son,left he he angrie, & c 

Mat. 11.28,29,30. Come to me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden and 1 will give you reft : Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
mejor 1 am meekjmd lowly in heart, and ye/hall find reft to your 
fouls. 
So thofe texts that defcrihe the contrary damning fin* 

Luke 19. 27. Thofe mine enemies that would not I fhould reign 
over them, bring them hither, and flay them before me. 

Joh.3. 19. This is the condemnation that Light is come into the 
World, and men loveddarknefs rather then light, becaufe their deeds 
were evil, See verf 20. 

James 1.12. Mat.10.22.Rev 2.7,11,17,26. Hethat over-
cometh and keepeth my Works to the end, &c. And 3, 5,12, 21 • 
J Will add no more : but intreat the Reader to lay by the prejudicing 
Comments of each partie while he impartially Weighs thefe Words of 
God j and then let him judge as the Lord Jhall diretl him. 

— 

T h u s 

http://Mat.10.22.Rev


( 6 5 ) 

T ¥fm I have given, the- offended part of my brethren a trVi­
and f nil account of my judgement, hoW muck / givito tVorly, 

andhow much I deny to them in this matter of f unification. Which 
yet 1 do with this protefiatipn. i . That I intend not alt this a* the Ar~ 
tides of my Creed, or as being all of it of necejjity to Salvation to b& 
believed^ nor would I obtrude it on others, if J had poWerj nor ii it all 
of equal moment. 2. That 1 do not peremptorily fix upon any part of 
it that is doubtful or controvertible among learned (Jodly men, fo AS 
not to hear any reafonagainfi it; but am ready to lay it by, when I 
can by my utmcfi indufiry and Gods illumination procure fo much 
more light as to "difcern my miftake*. 3. That ifthete be ever a word 
tn this contrary to that General Creed or Canfejfton which I made in 
the beginnings contrary to the Scripture, I do now in the general and 
implicitely difclaim it; and when I fee it particularly, I wiU parti­
cularly Renounce it, andCorreil it. 

And the Reafons of my being fo large on this Point, are thefe two. 
1 • Becaufe ^r.Crandon doth fo frequently and uncharitably accufe 
me of fubtile referves, And dijjimulation, and hiding the worfi, and 
meaning one things hen I Write another ; J have therefore opened my 

, mind to thefutt,referving nothing that lean remember, of moment,as 
to the poinvin hand, but fhewing hoW much I give to man ; Tea* I 
have ftudied to fay the very utmofi for Holinejs and Obedience, th*t 
was in my thoughts', that they who account this Popery, may fee the 

yrorjh ' 
2. Alfa many do fotioW mp With importunity to Reprint my Apho-

rifms, whilefi others do hold my hands. To fatisfie thefe in the mean 
time, I have Anticipated much of them in thefe Conclufions, . and gi­
ven them the fumm of What I mean to (ay on this point more largely 
(though I be put to repeat much of this again : ) Or if God will not 
let me live to do that Work^ and publifh my thoughts more fully, yet 
thefe conclufions have difcovered fo much of them, as may acquaint 
men with my meaning in the main, in this point, that they mi/lake me 
not fo grofly as fome formerly have done. 

But yet I have fome thing more to add'. For though this be the 
fumm of my thoughts on this point,as to the matter,and I will not dif­
fer to contending, with any that agree With me in the thing, and dif-
<*gree in Words only ; and though J verily thinks that it is mofi in meer 
words that I differ from thofe Reverend brethren who have given 
me their Animadverfions on thefe points-, Tet becaufe even verbal 

K mifiakes 



nnftakes may introduce realy or the Verbal and the Real are not by aS 
difcerned afunler, and left any thinly I make a greater matter of any 
terms or N otions of my oton, then indeed I do, I will fay fometh'mg of 
my judgement about the very terms which there is fo much ftrife about 
in the Churches. 

S E C T . I V . 

O f the Verbal T)iferences. 

I . *y»Here is fo great Ambiguity in the term Works, that I think 
A it occalioneth much of our contentions. i Bv works may be" 

meant in' general,anv good adion : or 2 .More fpecially, fuch adi-
T f o r L ? 0 ^ d 0 t , h ^ h l S W3L&S> it Debt/for the be-
nefit: that may redound thereby to another, by way of commuta­
tive J u i h c e . 3 . 0 r ehefor perfed obedience acLding to the Law 

^ T r £ m ^ C t ? r ^ k * m a n i n i n n o c e n c y 4 Or for the 
de f H

 a S K ° r e r v l c e s L™> inWmfelvesconfi-
borioi» T f p Q T l { y c a l l e d W o r k s - *• '^caufe of the la-
2 B « a „ f r « 7 3 * e ; ? , d l e r s ^ of duty which it contained: and 
a. Becaufe of the coltlmefs of the Sacrifices, in whofe value they 

- 3- Becaufe of Gods own i n f t i ^ n 0 f t h c l whict 
Vmil taking the end ) they the more confided in. y. For Adions 
S S n o h " C ° n C e i t e u d M e r i c ™ o u s ( ™h™ indeed they are not, ) 
b u d v ! k T T n t h e ^ m s o f

k

c ° ™ u t a t i v e Juftice, yetof diftri-
thei o u r n « F 7 K n w h , c h , S d 0 a s m ^ ^ another* good 
w h e n t h e X ^ ^ G A <* Wuen they help men. Efpecially when thev are rnflh; art-inn* • as giving to the poor, buildinc Almes hr, , £ n ? ?L K f % F ™ . £ ~ ~ J 1 i j o ^ , l l , e s n °u!es, CoIledges,Churches, 7- rorlincere obedience to T A *U L V cording m i-h^ o,-^; a i ^ n t e to the Lord that bought us., ac-
S l ^ t e S f ^ ' 8 P<* ® Externa! 
haos ther- n , , „ ' r f r 0 ! n L o i ' e - T r »f t> &c. And per-
5 t S 5 ^ t a ^ r e d . C o n c e r n i n g . 

have excluded I X S K S S M , ' W 1 F ° r h e ^ 
Z. N o r 



ft?) 
2. Nor did he fo take them in the feventh or eighth fence, ex­

cluding them from being conditions of our final Juftification. 
3. 'fames took not Works in the fame fence as Paul I For the 

Works that ^wr/fpeaks of were neceffary, but the Works that 
Paul mentions might not be attempted or imagined, which make 
the reward to be not-of Grace but of debt; and the Works or 
lewifh Ceremonies ceafe. ' " ; 

4. Becaufe it is the Scripture Phrafe to call Evangelical obe­
dience by the name of Works, therefore no man is to be blamed 
fimply for fo doing. , 

5 Yet is there fo great a difference between Got pel-obedience, 
and both Mofaical Ceremonies, and theperfeft fulfilling or the 
firft Law, or any conceited Merits, that we fhould keep that de­
ference as apparent as we can; and therefore not ufe the term 
workj, ( which Paul fo'appropriates to the other forts hen 
there is any jealoufie whether you mean not one of the other fort 
of works; unlefs you explain your felf in the ufe. And therefore 
ordinarily the terms Obedience>or Repentance, Love, &c. are litter 
then the term Works. . , 

6. For though no creature can Merit of God in Commuta­
tive Juftice, yet tAdams works were, 1. As much in weight ana 
number as God in Juftice could require of perfect man. 2. Ana 
they were to be more in giving out to the honor of God, and lew 
in dired receiving: though yet he did receive in all.Our works are 
nothing to what is due for number or weight - and they are an w 
purely receptive, that though we muft aim at Gods Olory, \ 
is at the Glorifying of Free-Grace,wherein we are receivers, naiw 
is the acceptance of Chriftand life freely given: L o v 5 % b u t , , ^ 
mode or nature of that acceptance,refpeaing the goodnels otu>c 
Objed . Repentance is but an emptying our hands of dung, iu 
they may be fi t to receive Gold. Lamentation, Humiliation, an 
openconfeffion of f in , are but proclaimings of the treeneis 01 
Grace,and telling God and men how much we are unworthy o t £ 
and deferve the contrary : or elfe preparations to make our neart* 
fit to taft and value the freenefs of Grace. 

K 2 S E C T . 
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S E C T . V . 

lux*,™ to L z f i t : : f : T c w , h , t ! i p , ° p ° r t i o n o t ' i B ™ n h 

iitcommltm- TuiKr. i I r fomewhat anfwerabkr in Commutative 
•veMm^Mii- J 1 0 "i's fence our Divines ufe the word, againft the Papifls 
mmo?trh& " T , o n ' y . * when they fay that which Meriteth, muft not be due 
T f S S S Z R e t rH I'' ^ f t / ^ ^ ^ g e h i m . m u f t be proportioned to the 

s. iervice for the Commonwealth , above what the Law of that 

amon^ men 'is owfged i „ * £ ^ l ^ ' ^ l 
mon good thereby advanced anA f~ v c w a r a > . D o t n t o r t n e c o m 

3- Sometime it I f i S j & T ™ ^ ? ! ^ " ? Redor a* it v P r „ B m : „ V ? c b y f o perfect obedience to the 

time it is ta b n ^ r , n - . A V d r a a i I e inouid have been. 4. Some-

S- S ^ « ™ e f o r f 0 i V e m i n P e „ t ^ ^ 
taring ones life, o r l o f i n g l i m ^ o r l i f f ^ t , 0 V e ' a s b > ' v e n " 
bisfake, though he J J ^ n o V ^ Z T ^ T ^ 
very great fufferings or loffes f u f S y I 6 l S o m m ™ { o t 

commands, which it is f u ^ o f J i r d t h e ° f fome 
fit from the c Z ^ X t t ^ l T ^ T ? ' ° f b T 
mamtained. 7 S o m , , ; „ l • a s . m a i m e « Souldiers deferve to be 
mance of a n y c o n Z n ^ , c 1 5 ' m

L P r o p e r , y t a k w ' for the perfor-
Redor, t h o u l S ' r , ? h ' f h a R e w a r d i s promifed by the 
* e R « ^ W j f e f c n M ' a " " a v e n S p o r t i o n to 
him,a,being'a thinghe ove h , h , S / " t h e w o r l i P l e a f e t h 

and upon tfcfe "w£ s f r i w . ' t h e r . e f o ™ hepromifeth the Reward, 
work,and t h e O b T J i r n l \ C ° n , U n f t , ' L

h e « ™ o u f n e f s of the 

«*>ch ^ f K i v e i y i o S t i ? f t h e c o " r f i w n b e notfo 



arefoppo-fed. t . That you rejcct nor, ncardelfSfe Jdtetfft^ kut 
accept it. 2 That you be not unthankful!. 3 rnatvou abuu 
not him that gave i t , as to fpk in his face, or-feek Ins dishonor or 
death. And though the ads may be pofuive, yet it is rather a 
not difpleafmg, then a pofitive pleafmg, which they are required 
for. 9 Sometime it is taken for any duneis of a Benefit or k ignt 
to a thing, though by abfolute gift, or natural- Innentanee, &c. 
io. Sometime for a meer comparative worthmefs : as when 
two men, who do neither of them properly deferve well, yet on^ is 
far better then the other, and is faid to be more defervmg then he, 
that is, lefs undeferving : Or i f one of them muft have the benefcr 
he is the fitter, n . Sometime for any acquilinon. l * . AO* 
fometime it is taken in ftnfr Urenji, for the Merit of the caule, as 
to the judgement to be patted. And fo Lawyers fay that eveiy 
caufe hath Evidence and Merit s and they define Merit , thus,/Vie-
ritnm cauf*. eft in quanttum ?uri Cmgruit, quod rette efhmamr ex 
fententia ]uru & aqaitate, as Dr . Zouch faith. 13. Sometime it is 
taken for the fitnefs of any thing in Nature, Art or Morahcy.to 
beefteemed and denominated good, according to its Nature, AS 
every good Work, or gracious inclination deferveth to be ^teem­
ed as it is. So he that performeth Chrifts conditions, defcrvetti 
to be efteemed or Judged a performer, and not a non- performer 
thereof. For every thing is worthy to be judged to be what it is. 
So Goodnefsor Amabihty is called Merit, becaufe every tmng 
defcrves to be loved and accepted, fo far as it is good and toyeiy . 
and consequently to be lovingly ufed. 14- Laft lv, M e n u s < ° £ 
taken in an i l l fence, commonly called Demerit, for the delert ot 
fome evil. , m a Q Now among all thefe fenfes, it is not fair to condemn any man 
of Error for the bare ufe of the word, tiU you know what lenceinc 
takes it in. Yet do Mr . £ . and Mr . O . make me as bad 01rwor e 
then any Papifts, who own not the very word at all, in that whole 
book,which they write againft; But only fay,that improperly ana 
largely it maybe thus taken,that is,will bear fuch a fence. 

A l l thefe forementioned forts of Merit are not properly caiiea 
Merit. I was about fetting down how many of them may oe own­
ed,and how many not, in our cafe, as to the matter without loofcr 
ing to the propriety of the term Merit. But it would be too long 
aadyoumay partly gather it from what is faid beforesand i t » W 

%. 3, 



(70) 
hard to fee it in the nature of the thing, for the moft of them. 
And therefore leaving every one to judge of the Matter as they 
feecaufe, How far Man hath any of thefe things, by men called 
Meritorious? I (hall only fpeak to the v e r y f f W , according to 
my intent. And I (hall fpeak my thoughts in thefe two condufions 
following. 

1. I do think it unfit to ufe the term Merit of any A Bions of man, 
as to God's CMercies or Rewards, and that Divines (hould agree to­
gether to difufeit, andrtjett it, and exprefs their minds hyfome fit­
ter terms. . , 

My Reafons are thefe. i . Mans heart is proud enough with­
out fuch Inftigations: We have more need to contrive all the 
moft effe&ual convenient means, for the deftroying of this moft 
dangerous Matter fin; and even to fit the very terms of our Do-
dtrine to this end. And though the matter that fome intend by the 
term Merit, have no tendency in it felf to our puffing up, and we 

^ muft not difclaim obedience, for fear of being proud of it, yet the 
'term doth fo ftrongly favour of more then any fober Chriftian 
may arrogate to himfelf, that 1 think it unfafe. 

2. Or i f i t fhould not be fo to the judicious, yet it is to the vul­
gar, who will ufe the word in imitation of them, when they cannot 
imitate them in the Caution and Interpretation. 

3. The holy Scripture ufeth this term fparingly ( I mean the 
words of the fame fignification ) i f at a l l ; which many learned 
men do queftion. And we have great reafqn to ufe it as fpa­
ringly. 

4. I n its moft proper fence, as it fignifieth that which is Not 
due ; which is to the benefit of another; which hath any proportion to 
the Reward, &c. Yea, or but any one of thefe, it cannot be ufed 
by us but with arrogant preemption, and fuch>as i f it be heartily 
donejisdeftruclive to our Chriftianity, and inconfiftent with fince-

• rity. I t is not fit therefore ordinarily to ufe a phrafe, though im­
properly, which is fo dangerous in the proper fignification. We 
know how we fpeak it, but we know not how others will under-
ftand and receive i t . 

5- The eftate of man fince his fall is fo depraved and miferable, 
that it befeems him to fpeak in anfwerabie language. For the 
poor to fpeak proudly, a finner to ufe Arrogant terms,is an unna­
tural and unexcufable Error. 

6. I t 
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6*. I t founds as a contradiction to the very defign of the Gofpel-

God hath contrived the abating of man before he glonfie him, 
and the honoring of Chriit and Free-Grace by mans humiliation : 
and to take men off all conceits and confidence of properMeriting, 
before he ever give them a taft of Reconciling Grace. Now to 
ufe fuch arrogant words, how well foever we mean, is to caft a 
(tumbling block in the way of our Brethren, and to make an ap­
pearance of refitting Chrift, and facrilegioufly violating the^Tem­
ple of his Glory. A l l Chnfts true friends and followers (hould 
be tender of his honor, and ftudy the advancement of his Melted 
ends, efpecially being fo fweetty fuited to our Neceffities> as the ^ 
way of Love and Free-Grace i s ; and not caufeleily to run into ASCA*~S~\ 
fuch foul appearances and occafions of evil. Jtta**-

7. The very Phrafe ofNLgrit (if I may judge of others by m y ^ e l f / ^ J i u ^ 
felf ) hath fbmewhat in it that is ungrateful, and of a difpleafing 
found to a Chriftian ear. I never hear it applyed to mans a d i o n s ^ 
towards God, but me thinks there is. fomething within me t h a t ^ / ^ ^ ^ 
didiketh and abhorreth i t . The very work of the fpirit of God ^ j • 
upon a Chriftians heart, abafing him in himfelf, and carrying him / h ^ f v u f f r j q 
out to Chrift, hath methinks a Rctu&ancy againft, andadiitaL 
of fuch terras as thefe, and is offended at them, as the fenfesat 
that which doth annoy them. And how unfit and dangerous a 
courfe it is, for Minifters to ufe fuch words, which found fo un­
gratefully to every gracious foul, is not hard to Judge. For my 
own part, it never entered into my thoughts, to my remembrance, 
to approve either of the term or proper fence, how ever Mr . c, 
and Mr.O.unwonhily wreft my words,quite contrary to the molt 
evident fence of them, and the whole fcope of the place. 

The Lord and my own Confcience know,that my Iniquities are 
more before mine eyes, and a greater burden is upon my heart, 
then will fuffer me to truft in any Merits of my own , or once to 
dream that I have fuch a thing. And though the defire of my tout 
is to walk with God , and I have tailed of his unfpeakable love in 
his holy ways, and perceived that there only it is that he will be 
found, and by all the ttrivings of his fpirit againft my flefh, and all 
the workings of Grace upon any depraved heart, I well perceive 
how God tovettiHolinefc, and delighteth in Purity, and faithful 
obedience, and therefore by the.Grace of God, I will never think 
erfpeakhafeh? andcontempmouOy of the image of my Lord, to 
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gam trie reputation o f being Orthodox amongtfie molt fionofaBle 
. .ofthe fonsofmen, much lefs with futh as Mr.E. and Mr. Cr. 

Nor will I fin againft the HolyGhoft,the Sandifier of the Church, 
by lleightinghis biefTed work j Yet I ferioufly profefs,that among 
all the temptations o f my life, I have felt fo little temptation to 
dream or Merit, or to take any boldnefs with God upon confi­
dence of the worth of any thing in my felfor to be lifted up before 
mm upon a conceit of my good defervings, that I know not the 
belt work that ever I did in my life, which doth not more humble 
me then exalt me,when I review it. I am fo Confcious that I have 
nothing but what I received, and that it is God that worketh both 
to Wi l l and to Do, and that without Chrift I can do nothing, and 
that my beft Actions are fo lamentably defective and corrupted, 
that without abundant pardoning Grace in Chrift, they will fink 
me to Hell that I look with fliame and forrow on the beft of my 

r Y n n f r ^ i f T ^ h - c a r ^ b a t h P r i d e i n « as well as others, and too oft do I feel it ft.rnng in refped to the judgement of man,and 
otherways againft God i but (houldlglory o? tru ft in any Merit 
o f my works,! (hould even be brutift i f con t rad id ing iuch i sm 
?L v ^ e n C e ' a n d

K

f u c h , f v e l y ^ c e pfmyownhear t r May I take 
and to l a ? H n , 7 e a r V n t h i s p o i n t > a n < * t 0 f P e a k what I feel there, 
When J f V 2 * " 8 r ° U n d s c h a t w h i l e ? " is thus with me; 
h t on accrew o a " y t™]™ w o r k * « ever I did, I feel no confo-

h S v y ° U l f r ° m i t ' a s a w o ^ <>r inrefpedtoitsva-
whirh I^ M y r N n S a U \ e : t h a c rt*P* i c difquiefand trouble 
m t h i s X i ^ C 0 R t r a r y : T h e comfort that I have 

* findnoreafonto 
f a r - i w J . r , t b o f e fins which I never committed, ( fo 
from the dZl • D £ u n k a r d - Adulterer, Murderer, &c. I might 
v e ^ r o r h ^ r ' ^ ^ t h

c

e r e e x I , e a m < > " forrow then I have. But 
r e f P ^ I f i n d a p o l 1 t i v e comfort from Holinefs, and 

cafion- „f ! A s c o n d l t l o n s »f Salvation,they are conditions oroc-
I n W a n d l P ° , , 6 C T f P r t s i b u t ^ t the caufe. But as Gods 

Jt in«m e a r f , : ) k i - 1 "J?"1 P ° f i c i ^ ' y comfortable;.as m f c 
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Delight, Confidence, Hope, &c. fo I finde they are Caufes of my 
Comforts. But I muft needs fay , that it is far harder to me in 
thefe kinds to take half that comfort in my Graces and Duties 
which I (bould take, then not to take too much : and I have no 
need of an Antinomian at my elbow to hinder thefe confolations, 
and to fay to me, Take heed that you make not Holinefs and D u ­
ty the Occafion, or caufe of your comfort, left you be a Papift: 
For I have 9atan at my elbow, as it were pleading more effectu­
ally, diverting me from that D u t y , diminilhing the exercife o f 
thofe Graces, without which God will not be enjoyed, nor my 
foul maintained in a comfortable frame. To have comfort and 
Spiritual delights in God, from my Graces or Duties in any o f 
thefe allowable ways, is no fuch eafie matter with me, as that I 
ftiould need fuch breath to cool my comforts. I think that were 
all one, as to fay I have need of help to make me lefs holy, and 
to deftroy my Graces and Communion with God. For the fouls 
•Relight and Complacency in God is the height of its Holinefs}and 
the top of all its duties I do not fay that I have no temptation 
to Carnal confidence in Duties or that I am not guilty ofany fuch 
fin; But fure I am, when I take all the helps of confolation toge­
ther, the Love of God, the Blood of Chrjft, the Glory promifed, 
™ e Evidences of my intereft, &c. I have more adoe to reach to 
the thoufandth part of that delight and fatisfadion of mind which 
1 lhould have, then to keep it under. 

And in this my experience anfwereth my judgement o f the in­
tereft of our own Works or Graces in our Comforts. For i f we 
look to the value of them -and the matter of ftrid Merit, I ever 
took that which fome call Merit to be but A not Meriting the *£° 
contra, £ v e n m innocency,had he fo continued, had more 
fitly been faid to have not deferved death, then to have deferved-
l*fe. And they that believe and obey the Redeemer.may be faid, 
2%ot to have Merited the lofs of Chriji an i Ufe by a final Re)eftion 
of him (though in other refpeds they might * then to have Me-
ritei a fori in (fhrlft and life fa believing and obeying. YetdareJT 
° ° t fay that holinefs and duty hath no pofitive intereft W ^ ^ 3 ^ 
imgdF G o d j b e i a u j e l r h a ^ merits Nor 
dare I think that it isbut Abfentla contrariU and noTto be unholy 
formally that he expecteth ; for fo a tree or a ftone ftiould plcafe 
God as well as a Saint. And the ftate of the glorified Saints 
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would foon confute me. So much againft the ufe of the term we­
nt, and in explication and confirmation of the Negative Propo-
Ution. 

Prop. 2. A f f . Tet where I jnect with any f-bir Ootbodcx Chr>-
ftianr, who ujjt the wordMeut &s applycd to mans dtttons towards. 
(xod>> meaning thereby. no\ more then is meet", though the. ur,m be M}~-
fit , I will not accufe juch of Toperj, or other pdje doffrine, nor 
alienate my felf from them, nor defame them to the world , bfftwi^ 
detefl the. prqtlifes pf thofe that fo do.. ru3TJ» • 

~My Reafons for thiTsefolutionare fuch,asId'are fay, all mo­
derate, judicious Divines will allow, what ever furious, factiousr 
firebrands may imagine of them. 

Keafii. The Fathers, and the whole Church of Chrift, fo far 
as we are able to judge by their writings, did ufe the word merit 
(the Latine Writers) or one of like fignification (as the Greek-
Writers did ) for above a thoufand years after Chrift, for ought I 
finde, without fo much as one contradicting voice. And what man 
thatisaChriftiandoth notfo much Reverence thofe ancient Wor­
thies, and the whole Church, as to deal tenderly and honorably 
with them for a word, when they agree with us in fence ? And 
what man that would feem to be a Proteftant, dare make all thefe 
Fathers, and the whole Primitive Church to be Papifts f that hath 
not a defign hereby to fet up Popery > For were that true, what, 
fober man would not be ftrongly tempted to be a Papift ? 

Reaf.2. A l l our Proteftant Divines that vindicate pus Doctrine 
againft the Papifts, in this point ( fo far as I can remember) do 
unanimoufly endeavor to vindicate th© Fathers & firft Churches, 
from Doctrinal Popery herein, and do interpret the term-Merit, 
as fignifying no more then we confefs.« and fo are tender of the 
honour of the Fathers and Church. 

Reafii. The f irf t -Proteftant Princes, Churches and Divines, 
from whom the Reformed Churches had the name of Proteftants, 
m the ^uguflane Confejfton (which then was, and ftill is taken for 
the fulleft teft of the Proteftant 3>octrine among thofe Churches) 
do ordinarily ufe the word Merit. As, Artie. fideipr<£cip.?S?rt. 6. 
Semper igitur fentiendum eft nos confequi Remiffionem .peccaforum 
& perfonam .pronunc'wri juft<m, id eft, Acceptari gratis propter 
Chriftum, per fidem, Poftea vera placere etiam obedient tam ffK 
gakgem. &reputari quar.dam ]uftitUm:s & mereri pramia, 
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& de bonis operib : ££uanquam igitur h&c nova 'obediential pre 
cul abefl a perftftione legis, tamen efi fuftitia, & meretyi pramia, 
idea quia perfona reconciliata fu.nt : 8c poftea, Debet ad hac dona 
accedere exercitationoftra, qua & con/ervat ea & meretur' ir.cre-
mentum, :uxta illud, habenti dabitur.Et Auguftinus praciare dixit'. 
Dileilio meretur incrementum Dile&ioni* ,cum videlicet exercstur, 
&c. 8c de Confefs. Monemus & illud : fizpe puniri pt££ata tu-
am temporaltbus pcenit in hac vita • ut David,Manaffe, & dti mul-
ti punitifunt. Et haspoenas mhigari docemus bonis tperibwK&'Uni-
verfapoenitentia-. ficutdocct, Paulus;, fi'nosipjos ju '.ica^emusi^o^ 
'.udicaremur k domino. Et poenitentia meruit ut xDcus fitntWtiam 
dedelenaa Nineve mutaret. 

Reaf. 4. The Wittenberg Confeftion ufeth the word Merit 
in like manner; . yet it is well known that the Lutherans were 
drawn by the Flaccian party, to run into the extream, in detract­
ing from good works : as is too evident in many of their writings. 
Lege (fon. fchlujfelburg. Contra Majorifias & Vofiii The/, de bonis 
operibusl & Melchior. Adamum in vita Georgii Majoris. 

Reaf. 5. Our moft Renouned Proteftant Divines do ufe the 
term Merit. Melantthcn ufeth it in his Apology for the Augn-
fiane Confefsion: He and Luther, with the reft of their party, 
ufeditin that Confefsion. Calvin, Bucer and others of chiefeft 
eminency, who are efteemed as of another party, did fubferibe 
to that Confefsion. As many of the reft did offer to do, and the 
Lutheran Churches do to this day. And I take the* Churches in 
Denmark, Sweden, Saxonie,8cc. to be Protectants, 

Reaf. 6. We have made the t e r m s £ ^ / W m £ , and merit~\fovaz-
what lefs culpable, by ufing them familiarly in an improper fence 
our felves in our common fpeech. As is plain in the feveral inftan-
ces given, when I opened the divers ufes of this word. For exam­
ple ; Firft, In fenfuforenfi: we have foufed the term Mentvm 
Caufa^ that i t . is not very eafie to find out another that fliall 
fufficientlyfuppiy i C s p i a c e and be well underftood. And we call 
it Merltum Cauf^ and fay, The caufe jpfrrves that the pedpn 
kiuftified^, even in cafeofameer falfaccufation brought agamlt 
him; becaufe every thing and caufe deferveth to be Judged as it 
is- 2. in a legal! fence, we have ufed to fay , that- an obedient 
fubjea: deferveth protection, and a valiant fonldier deferveth en­
couragement, &c. though perhaps the Prince were never trie 
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better for them, becaufe the ends of his Government require this. 
3. In a domeftical Government, we commonly fay, when one 
child is loving, thankfull and obedient to the father, when others 
are difobedient,and contemn him,that he deferveth the lovejoj[the 
father, and confequently the benefits which arelhe^uTts of that 
Tbve. 4. I n Ethical refped, we are wont to fay, that goodnejs 
deferves our love. Good adions or good perfons, or thofelhac 

' loveHs, or thofe that run any great hazzards, or fufferedmuch 
in love to us, defervc to be loved again. 5. Yea, we give the 
praife of merit commonly to bruits themfelves, for fome excellen­
cies o f nature wherein they excel others. Yet there is fo great a di-
ftance between God and us, that we ftiould be lefs bold in our e£-
prefiions. 

Reaf.7. The Scripture ufeth thefe words, which we well tran­
slate mnhmefs Reward, &c. And how moch thefe are related 
to merit; and of how neer importance they are to Vmeritll leave 
Z C Z ^ P U O R A ¥ r * E l r e ^ t ^ t the Scripture ufeth thefe 
improperly ; and then why ftiould I cenfure that man aserrone-
Fopedy? W o r d o f f o n e e r fi§nification or importance im-

* J S l * £ 8« : J e t n e e r e r ; Whether the Scripture contain not thofe 
terms apphed to mans adions, which may be tranflated merit-
Z{ faZ7!^ ° m Q 4 o u b t u P ° f i t h e f e g rounds . i . ^ o f and & 
well1 as S i S S c r , P t u r e ^ h « h e r thefe fignifie meriting and' merit,as 
we 1 as Worthy and Worthinefs,needs not much enquir} i f we ftand 

pro hat ion e ̂ erTcre^ntul t^"* f*ft" ^afinettlla 
q** pMaturamahoZlli W " , ^%mtK conditio per font, 
lei laude I T ^ ^ T ^ " ' * t™?'"™ ' ^liorihus Digna 
^ - « * . n o t e ^ commonly defined (as 
isa R i g h t e O U

m a / i ^ l d d e m r ' I c 
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Grown ofRighteoufnefs to all that love his appearing, 2 f < / » . 
4.8. He is not unjuft to forget your work and labour of love, 
Heb. 6,10. .faith CMartin. Merita efi fecundum Jus-, ex fufta 
ratione feu caufa : How commonly do Philosophers, Zabarel, 
Zuingerus, Scheggius,zn& others,faith Goclevius, Lexic. Thilofop, 
in Merito, ufe the word Merito even for Per or Gratia,and all La-
tine Authors ufe meritiffime & mermjfimo, pro optimo Jure. 
A*Sw faith Be^proprie de ee dicitur quod aqualts eft pendens ac 
momenti, tranjlatione a penderandi ratione fumpta- And from the 
ApoftlesiV* T * V * $ » ^ * T * S Row.%. 18. He concludetn, 
Sophifiamultade. Merito congrui &condigni nUgantur•; quorum 
tamen doBrinavel ex hoc loco optime refellitur. And i f a negattone 

Merit may be diredly confuted ; then they think that Irom 
thofe Texts that afTert i t , and ufe that word, the ufe of the term 
meriting will be juftified.And Be*** renders it ibid.Minime Pares* 
and faith, Ita% retle & proprie ufurpavit quod nomen teflantur 
Gramatici de its did qua appenfa ejufdem pondens inveniuntur, 
TO Zyuv qU0d qua preponderant lancem attrahant. I f fo, then 

and are words of as high a fignification as Mentum^na 
need as much an acknowledgement of impropriety, when applied 
to mans actions towards God. Tho. Groups faith,in Mau 10 10. 
that k%H Gratis & qua huicrejpondenttiebrais ac Latinis non Jem* 
per 7* i«wfed qualemcma. ret convenientiam notat ut liquet,E^b- 4-
9. Phil, u 27. Col. 1.10. 1 Thef. 2.20. 3 Joh. 6. But whether 
the word be taken largely or ftridly, i f it fignifie Meatus tne 
word Merit may feem to be as fitly ufed, either more largely or 
ftridly. Now that this word is fo ufed of us, and our actions in 
the New Teftament, is plain, % Thef.i. Jf* •« ^ v^e 
imQAtnKiictirk 0SOKU77S? «V ly wdcyiri. That ye may be c o u " t e ~ 
worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which ye alfo fuffer. And 
next follows, for it is a Righteous thing Kith God, to recompense 
&c. Luk.ao. 2<. 'a H K x y ^ ^ n * ' a V 0 < i K i m T 0 ^ i i V ' i n e J 

hydwrkuid* dvTv ̂ .Th'e labourer is worthy of his wages, bo on 
the evil part Rom. 1. 3 2. £&o* worthy of death, and in job 
11 6 thzfepluagint have *TI O « : ^ ^ T ^ 5 7 ^ ^ 
shatGod exaaethofthee lefs then thine iniquity deferve t t i^ 
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Our tranflation hath it. I t feemeth then that there are words in 
Scripture ufed as to mans a&ions God ward, which llgnifie pro­
perly Meri t , and therefore muft be taken improperly; and fo 
may the word Merit, on the fame ground, as well as the word 
Worthy, which we ufe in our tranflation. The fame may be faid of 

which isofcufed, i Tim. 1.18, the fame with that in Luke 
hefore cited, cn^3f o^ydTmih iju^xdvix. And Heb. 11. 6. God 
is called roU iyZ^Qtv ^vrh fj.iS^m^r^^ A Rewarder of them that 
:deligently. feekhim. And his a&ion in rewarding is called A * " 9 " ' 
viforUv iAiylhbx> .-'Great Recompence of Reward or giving the 

^ Reward by wasL&Ciecompence. And its faid of CMofes, Heb. i 1 . 
•2,6.. ctVe'SAeTi y-2p I'.sibjj v.t£m-joJ\oaiciv. he had refpect to the Re­
compence of Reward. Many times is the like word ufed by Chrift 
and his Apofties. Its true as Grotius faith, that the Hebrew and 
Greek words,Promifcue Mercedis & Donihabent ftgnificationem : 
quo mag* apparet non earn ejfemvim hujus vocis ut aqnalitatem 
inter faBum & rem deftderet. But then he addeth withall: Jed 
neque Latina vox id exigit. Eft quidem Merces* tit Varro wit, d 
merendo: at Ad-erere aut Mereri Latinis veteribus erat confequi. 
Merces ea quam Dens rependit obedientU noftra fundament urn- ha-
betin liberali &miferecordi ipftus promijftone. Alioqui non-dignfi 
fantquthic patimm, gloriofo pernio quod nobis obventurum eft* 
Grot. /* Mat. 6. 3 . And -on Jam. 2 p . i 4 . he faith alfo, (men--
tioningtnatotCy/)^..?, preceptis ejus & monitis obtemperandum 
eft, ut accipiant Merita noftra Mercedem)^uo in loco,& veterum 
<iUisyvox Meriti, fic fummda eft, fieut vox Mercedis, non apud 
ipjos tantum fed & in facris Uteris, Mat. 5. 12. & 10, 42. Luk. 6. 
3 $• I Cor 3. 14. nimirum non ex aqualitate operis & retributi­
on* qu* hie cme nulla eft. Sed ex liberdiffima promjftone quA 

Uborambus nob* Jus dat 5 ita ut hoc neaotium ad Donationem fish 
condaione^qu.madpropriediBamlocutionem '& condiBionem, cut 
contrails agnau Mercedis & CA>lerendi voce*, propius accedat: 

! l t n m v / U l U S d l C h rMt*™" P<* fecundum ipforum 
e>^™, i tom. 2 6. quorum operum explicatio <r U I ^JW»i per com­
plexions ejt Mac. 25. circa ^nem, redditumm fcilicet Judicio non 
r'gidoje^m^qmltmclementia temperato, & dircBo adnatter am 
i y J Z r Z f * u e 7 p e r &:Pt*m Chrijlnm fim. Moreover, our 
Divine, take the Latin word Merces, not onely to be tollerable, 
but to be Scripture fence, for they oft retain it in our tranflations 
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of the Scripture: But it feems the word Meritum hath nothing 
in it , which fhould make it much more improper then Offerees : 
for they are both Relatives : and they come both from UMerecr. 

I muftintreat the judicious Reader not to miftake my end in 
all this, nor to fuppofe me to conclude contrary to my former 
Proportion I Hand beiwcen two extreams. and therefore mil ft 
fpeak againftT>oth. I onely hence conclude, that therefore we 
fhould not too much quarrell about the bare word,when we agree 
in fence : nor fhould we cenfure any for the bare ufe of the word 
C^ie-'it, as erring in Dpcfrine, when it feems to him to be a 
term warranted by Scripture: But yet where Scripture it felf 
ufeth.a term improperly, we fhould in our difputes lay by fuch 
terms ufually, i f we have more proper; and where ufe hath made 
a term dangerous to the fouls of men, it may be f i t to forbear i t , . , 
without neceffity, or explication. I have faid the more alfo of 
this, that it may appear to all impartial Readers;on what grounds, 
and with what Truth and Modefty Mr. £ . a n d M r . £V. charge 
me with Error,and flat Popery; becaufe that when I was fpeaking 
againft Merit, I yielded that improperly, and in a larger fence, 
as Promife is an Obligation.and the thing promifea^s^aile^J^eb»t 
^ b u e , f o the performers of.the; C o n r i i r [ o i l 3 ^ ^ 
and their perfermance Merit, though properly it is all of Grace _ 
'and not or Debt. I appeaUo any competent Judge,whether thele ~ 
men do not hereby make all the Fathers and Churches of Chrift 
to be Papifts, till about JJldius his daies • or at leaft for above 
i ooo. years after Chsift (and I think between that and Lnthers 
time, the doctrine of Merits was not much decayed) ? Yea, fome 
will doubt whether they make not Chrift and his Apoftles Papifls? . 
and then no wonder i f they make Luther, CMeUntihon, and all 
the Proteftants that fubferibed the Auqufime Confefsion, to be 
Papifts: yea, Bmer^ Calvin^ and many ofthemoft eminent D i ­
vines of his Judgement, who alfo fubferibed, and offered to fub-
fenbe the fame Confeffion. I had as live be a Papift with all thefe, 
as an Antinomian,calling my felf a Proteftant. And I think I 
have faid enough to manifeft that the Spirit of thefe two Bre-
threns writings, is not fo like the Spirit of Chrift, that covereth 
his peoples failings, but never accufeth them for truth and duty, 
as to the Spirit o f that profeffed Accufer of the Brethren, and 
tnemy to the Truth. 

S E C T , . 



(So) 

S E C T . Vh 

§• 6. T w i l l adde thefe two things concerning the Matter of Merk, 
J having faid all this about the Name. I * A l l the duties and gra­
ces of a Believer are fo far from meriting of God properly , and 
according to Commutative Juftice, as we did God any good by 
it which (hould oblige him to a Retribution,that they do oblige us 
much more to God then we were before. For that which is a duty 
in one refped and a grace inanother,is indeed a choice part of our 
mercy; and the more we do for God, the more we receive; not 
only by way of Reward, but in the very Duty : nay Doing it felt 
is but in fome refped a receiving from God, and in Tome refped, 
a means to further Receiving. When ever the foul is moved to 
Love, Humility, Thankfulnefs, Defire, &c it receives this grace, 
and a pretious mercy it is : and in the exercife it receiveth more: 
To Love God is fome degree of enjoying him; Even to give all 
we have for him at his Calais a receiving from him. Honcft hear­
ers do underftand this myfterie, though Hypocrites and Pharifces 
do not 

2. Though I fay that no Angel is capable o f fuch proper me-^ 
riting of God, yet I do not intend, that finful man can merit as* 
far as Angels or tsidam in innocency might have been faid to do: 
N o nor that our working now, is in the main parts, o f that na­
ture as ssidami then was. His was, the perfeft obedience of a per* 
feci Creature, from the power of nature and that Grace Which 
was without proper Merit, for the continuance of th*t perfection, 
and the attainment of more. Ours is the imperfeU Obedience of a 
finner freely pardoned upon his believing and repenting which obe­
dience mainly confiflethm the Accepting of mercy, andupng it for 
Recovery, and tt is performed and accepted by Go f f el gracet Which is 
againft or contrary to merit, and not only without i t . I will explain 
all by this familiar comparifon. A Father hath one fon at full age, 
who having the full ufe of Reafon and ftrength, is able and fit to 
do him anfwerable fervice.He will give the inheritance to this fon, 
becaufe he is a fon, out of meer Paternal Love, and not of merit 
o f the fon : yet becaufe he is an honeft vertuous man, he loveth 
not his fon as a fonfo dearly, but that he would rejed him i f he 

were 


