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Temple in foch a placg rather then anotker : or to go
thither to worfhip rather then another place (but by confe-
quence and generall dire@ions : ) nor hath he determined what
place the Minifter {hall ftand to preach in, or where all the
people thall have their feats. All thefe are but the circum-
gances of a holy a&ioen, which are left to. humane pru-
ence. ; I - :
§.8. 2. Itislefcto manto determine of the, Zime of holy
duties, except only where God hath. determined- of it already.
As that the Lords day fhall bethe Day for publick holy Affem.
blies, is a rhing that God himfelf hath determined ; and here we
have nothing to do but to difcern  his determinations and obey
them. But withall he hath in Generall commanded us to
- preach in [eafon and out of [zafon,and to Aflemble frequently, on
feverall great occafions :  And here he hath not determi-
ned of the Zme, but lefc icto humane prudence upon emergent
occafions, and according to their feveral cafes, to determine
- of what hour on the Lords day we fhall begin ; how long
the Sermon thall be ; what hour the Affembly fhall be difmift
‘what daies the Lords fupper fhall be adminiftred, and how eoft :
when any fhall be Baptized : what day the Lecture fhajl be on,
or-any more private meetings for edification: what our, or
jult how oft men malt-pray in flecret, or with their families =
thefe with the like are undetermined by God (and good reafon,
~ as1 fhall thew anon, ) and Jeft to our felves and to our Go-
vernors: Seme Time ot other we are commanded by God himfelf
to choofe. : FER G :
§. 9. 3. Itislefcto the determination of humane Prudence,
~ what Utenfils to imploy about the publick worfhip of God.
For thefein Generall are commanded by God, and fo made‘
neceffary ; asalfo in the nature of the thing. ~He thatcom-,
- manded us to do the work, that is not to be done without con-
venient Urenfils, doth thereby command us virtuall, e ufe of
infruments fit for the work. What form and proportion the
Temple where we meet fhall have, is lefc to men: whether we
fhallpreach ina Palpit? and whac fhall be its fhape 2 where we
fhall read > whether we fhall Baptizein a River, or Pond, or

Spring, or Font, or Bafon, and what materials, whether {tone
or Silver, or Pewter, ¢c. they be made of 2 whether we fhall
Fff receive
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receive tH2 L srasiappar A7 2 Table. or In our feats, and whether
the Table fhall be of wood or Tone ? whether it fhal pe Found,
orlong, or fquare > whéther it fhall fland in the Eaft or Weft
end ofthe Temple,or the middle? whether it fhall have rails,or 20
railswhether the Bread be of wheat or other convenient grain ?
what veflel theBread fhall be put in?and what grape the wine fhall
be made of? and what veflell it thall ftand in ? and be delivered
in? whether a cup, or other like veffel ? whether offilver; wood,
or peweer,&c ? All thefe areleft to humane prudence.In general,
1t is neceflary chat fome fuch utenfils in each cafe there be:but the
fpec;al fort isleftindifferent to our choice Soalfo theBibles them=
felves, whether they be Printed or Written;and in what hand,or
colonr ? ‘Whether bound, or in a Role? are things indifferent
inthemfelves, anid left'to humane reafon to derermine. Thelike
may be faid of ther utenfils of worfhip, neceffary in generes

§410. 4. God hath rot determined in what language the
Scrngmre fhall be read or preache to fuch or fuchi a congregation
(shough by the generall Rule, that all be done tocdification, and
that'we fpeak to the underftandiog chere is fufficient direcion for
it)Buthe that commandeth us to preach,implyeth thatwe tran-
flice the Seripture, and preach and read in ajanguage fiteeft for
the peoples edification. And if (as in many places of Wales) there
be two languages equally underfood, we may indifferently
ﬂt‘mfe ‘thiat which we think moft agrecable to- the generall

s, 100 O3 25713 ~ : dd lianii
* §1.05] TFhe Seripture hath commanded us in" génerall to
fing Plalms : but it hath not told us whether they fhall be ir
Rithme, or Meeter, or in what tune we {hall fing them. f];hefc
modes are left to humane Prudence ro determine of. i
“'§ix3d 6. When there are divers Tranflarions of the Scripture
mithe famelahguage or divers verfions of the Plalmsin the fame
tariguige ' (asin England, here are the- old verfion, the New-
England vetfion, Mr. Rows’s firl¥, and his fecond (or the Scots,)
Mr. white’s, Bifhop Kings, Sands’s, Mr. Bartons, &c.) God
hath not told us ‘which of all thefe we fhall ufe, but given us
generall dire®ions; according to whichour own Reafou, or 08¢
Governors fhould make choice. g e
'§.13.7./Géd hath commanded us to Read the holy S‘mpmm&
#8d'to expound them tothe people, thac they may underlta,
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and praife them:But he hath not told us whatBook of Scriptuve,

or what Chapter we fhall read at fuch a day, or on fuch or fuch
occafions ; nor yer what order we fhall obferve in Reading ,
whether we fhall begin the Scripture, and go on to the nggg;
or whether we fhall read more frequently fome fubje@s iof
greateft ufe, and which? Thefé therefore are left to humane prus
dence to determine of by generalirules. a ¢ bnin 1107
1§.34. -8.. Though God bath commanded us to Read the
Scripture, and to {ing Plalms, @c. yer hathhe' not told: us juft
how much we fhall read ar & timey or fing at atime : and there.
fore this alfo is a matter left to humane Determination. - . 3
§.15. 0. Though God' hathcommanded us to Preachthe
Gofpell, and toldus what to preach, and given s generall Rules
for ourdireion) yct bathhe not told: us whas sext, or. (ubject
we fhall preach on fuchor fucha day : nor yet what Adethod we
fhall follow, thiere being various methods, futable to feverall
Texts and people : It isleft therefore to humane prudence to
choofe both Subje&, Text and Method. d 103 310:8 f
v$s 16, 20 Godth: 1Co u ,and praife
him;and presch, cre. baﬂ&k%%%bm%m%fuaﬁ
inany-of thefe holy exercifes. He bath, indeed given us the
Lords Prayer, which is our Rule for matter, and Method , and
alawfull forfor words :: but he hath notjeyed us, to this only,
nortold us what wordswe fhall nfe befidesthis:w cther we fhall
ufe words long before premeditated;(call’d aform,) or only fuch
ssareimmediately or neer before onr {peaking premeditated,
or in fpeaking, adapted tothe matter in hand 2 whether our
premeditated prayers fhall be exprefled in our s words, OF
fuch as are prefcribed us by others ? whether fuch forms fhall be

exprefled in Scripture words, OF nOL2 whether we fhall fingthe

Pfalms of David,or co \feanyEvangelicall—lymnsqgnk_lvg;?f ,

hurches fhall ufe one and the fame form o
words, or various ? whet ,‘3, Sermons, and Catechiftns, wz_
Confeffions of faith, fhall be a findied or pte{cxm form- o
words, ot the matter axd-method only ftudied ? e JT:I;,ckj.wg{.ab
many other fuchllke,arc left .b!yGed, as _!h i gsﬁnxdggepqu,
thgt men may determine of them P‘rudenna y a8 ,ggga.ﬁogs 16
quire, according to his dire@ions. * © . o ¢ .

whether many’ Chisnel

§. 17, 11. Hethat hath commanded us to exprelsour minds .
- % ! ln
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infeverall cafes about bis worfhip, (asin Confeffion of our fins,
in Profeffion ofour faich, in choofing of our Paftors, in Confent-
ing to the cafting out, or taking in, or reftoring of members, in
renewing promifes of obedience, and the like) hath hereby made
a Profe(fion neceflary in general, and fo hath made it our duty to
fignifie our Confeatinall thefe cales, by fome convemient fign
For mans mind is not knownito others, but by figos. Burt be
bath not'tied us abfolutely toany particular fign. 1f38 Confefli-

on of faith be read, and weare called to fignifie our Confent, or if

weare called to fignifie our Confent to be Church members.or to
be pamded by our Paftors,or fubmit to Difcipline ; God hath not

‘tyed usiin fuch Cafes, whether we fhall fignifie this Confent by

f]_imking,’br by fubfcribingonr sames ( Ma: 44. 3, 4,5) O by
lifting up the hand, or by laying it on a Buok , (as,in {wearing )
or by fanding up,or fuchlike. A [nfficient fignification Or Pro-
feffion of our minds is neceflary , buc the fpecial fign is left €0

our own or eur Governors determination, - Of which 1 fhall
- fpeak more anon. 7 Y Tl - :

§..18." Tothis énd,and on theletetms was the f g of the Crof

ufed heretofore by Chriftians, and to this end they ufed fandizg

.

8 pablick: wer(tip every Lords day ( forbidding kneeling,) and
afterward fanding up ar the Creed:as alfo adoving with their facts
towards the eaft, ¢-c. They ufed thefe onlyas fignifications of their
own minds,inftead of words ; As the Prophets of old were wont
by other figns, as well as words to prophefie to the people. And
as Eufehins tells us how (onfrantine meafured the length and
bredth of a man on the earch with his fpear, to teli the Covetous
how litzle muft ferve them (only a grave place ) after death.
And1 dare not condemn the Cautelous ufe of fuch Profeffing
figns as thefe : Though the tongue be the chief inftrument, y¢¢
not the only inframent to exprefs the mind ;andthough words
be the ordinary ign, yet not the only fign.  Dumb men o
fpeak by other figns: And ufually more filent figns are fitter
for Affemblies, to avoid difturbance : And fometimes more Per-
manens igos  (as fubferiprion, or a flowe or pillar of Remem-
brance, as 74/%. 24, ¢r¢. )are more defirable. And thisis leftto
bumane prudence- : s
~§.19. Andtherefore I durft not have reproved any of the
snsicot Chriftiass, that ufed the fign of the Crofs, m;;”{ <

rofeffing
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Profe[fing fignal action, to fhew to the Heathen ‘and Jews about
them, that they believed in a Crucified Chrift,and were not

afhamed of his Crofs.  The eccafionall, indifferent ufe of this,

when itis mseer/y to this end, I durit not have condemned. - Nor.

will I now condemn a man, that livingamong the enemies of a
Crucified Chrift, fhall wear a Crofsin his hat ,or on his breaft, or
ferit on hisdoors, or other convenient place, meerly as a pro-
fefsing fign of his mind, to be butinttead of fo many words, q.d.
[ Zthas profefs my felf the fervant of 4 Cracified Chrift, of whom
1 am not afbamed. ] Whether thefe things be fit or wnfir, the time,
place, occafion, and other circumftances muft fhew : but the
Lawfalnefs 1 dare not deny. e ¢
~§.20. 12. Hethat hath commatided us to celebrate the pub-
lick worfhip, and to preach, pray, praife God, ¢c. dothimply
in this command that we muft do it in fome Geffure or other : For
itis impoffible otherwife to doit. ~But he hach oot tied us to
any one : In prayer we may kneel or {land: In finging Praifes
(and Petitions) to God, we may kneel, ftand, or fit: At the
Lords Table,though we have an exmaple of firting at the celebra-
ting and receiving that Sacrament, yet nio “exprefs command,
nor a certain obligation. Tt is therefore lefe to humane pru-
dence, to order our geftures by the general Rules, of Order, De.

cency, Edification, ¢c. in Preaching, Praying, Hearing, Sing-

ing, Receiving, efc. For God hath not tt
* pasticular gefture. : : ' -
P_ §.21. g] 3. Godthat hath required sto celebrate his wor-
fhip, doth imply that we muftdoic in & decent Habit .-'._N_akcdf
nefsisa fhame ;: Cloathing we muft wear : but he hath nol:: :gld-
us what it muft be : Whether Linnen or Woollen: W fc er
black or white : or of what fhape and fafhion ; This thereforeis
Ieft to humane Prudence. - ALY
§.22. 14. God thap hath' commanded vs to cclebrate B3
Praife and other publick worfhip, hath left it to out ij§¢”§' ': :
Prudence to make ufe of fach Helps of Nat#re, or of M?g 'fn b¥:
moft conduce to farther our obedience, and {tand in 8 .hu'h
ferviency to his inftitutions.  As for inftance : he that '\:td
- commanded us to ftudy bis word and works, hatly ot prcfcn. e
mea certain CMethod for my ftudies, nor told me what Lax=
gnages ot Seiences | fhall learn,gr'f;rﬁ learn 3 NOT W
; | ‘ 3

ied us himfelfto any one
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(406 ) ficks, ¢ie. It is im-

all read in Logick, Phyficks, Metaphyficks, cie. -
;I)lf;:td thatinall I ;ffe the bﬁﬁ helps, a_nd inthe beft ordeyx"3 dtl:;
Ican. - Seo hethat bids me read the Scripture, hath not tyd i3
toread only a Printed, or only a Written Bible ; nor to reg s
fpecacles or withour, He that hath commanded me to F me ’
bath not told me whether I muft wrize my Sermon before 6r not :

e
or ufe Notes for the help of my memory, or not ; but bath lefe

- fions
thefe to be determined as eneral Rules, and emergentaccall
aud{circumﬁances thall dife& us. - Aod he that bath conlnlmt;:fﬁg
us to preach and pray, hath not told us whether we sz l/l 1fs
help ofa Book, ornot: nor whether we fhallufe an. o:;] aﬁded
or a ¢c/ock to meafure our time by. He that hath com .
us cheerfully and joyfully to fing his Praifes, bath not teic
whether we {h ) o
us: or whether we fhall nfe or not ufe a Mufical Inﬁrumc:llieﬁz
or the help ofmore Artificial fingers,or choriﬁcrs?Th.c(E are‘um
To our reafon to determine of, by general rules which na i
and Scripture have laid down, S A Iy

§- 23+ 15. In Civi/ a&ions, that are Rdtgwtft only f{]’." {é
and by Participation, and not any a&s of fpecial wor {l}:‘,” ’
15 Jawfull to pfe. Symbolical Rites, that are in their it
neer of kin to Sacraments in theiy kind,and may be called, C? o
Sacramenss ; {uch s the fealing and delivery of Indemum,o #
other Covenant writings : and the delivery .of Poffeflion o
koufe by a Key, and of the Templeby a B_ooﬁﬁnﬁ.gflff"?flw ]
of Lasd by a 1wig and tarf 5 and of Civil Gowrnmefn 2
Cnawp; Or Seepter, o Sword, e, And fuch s the uf¢ of 2 kirg
$5 Marriage. B ;

§.24. g6 Though God hath commanded that c:;;:: {l{;i::
fons thus and thus qualified fhall be ¢leiFed and ordained Minsfbers

of Chrift, and feparated to the Gofpel of God 3 yet hath henot

- s ; r
nominated the sudividygl perfons, but lefe it to,man to-choofe

them,according to the dire@ions that he hath giventhem s Pru:

dence therefore is here the judge,- g e

§+25. Inall thefe cafes, it i§ no nfurpation, nor additgl?:bzé
the word or inftitution of God, for man to dg:ermu&e : g
a0 obeying of Gods commands : All thefe are Neceffary fivida-
Genns, and commanded us of God, and the Species (oF nlapihc (i A
als in the lafk cafe) no where by the word of God dezermine %

all ufe the mecter, or any melodious tune to help

N
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fo that if we mult not determine of them ouf felves, thie Scripture
fhould contradi® it felf, or obligeus to natural impofsibilities.
Had Cod faid, [Thou fhalt Pray, at fome Time, Place, in fome
Habit, Gefture, ¢c. but neither I, nor thou fhall determing
what,] this had been no better. b oTiARE

'§.26. . Moft of thefe forementioned particulars, are but abu-
fively or improperly called Ceremanies, they being only'the de-
termination of Circum{tances and Modes, and fubfervient com-
mon helps, which are Religious only Relatively and by Appli-
cation, being in themfelves but fuch common modifications as
are riece(fary in Civil and Common moral adions.  Yet be-
caufethe word [Ceremonic] is an equivocal, let them be fo

Rl 83 ruy e
i .27. Though all thefethingsare {eft to humane Determina-
tion,and fo are Indifferentin themfelves, before; yet may, they
becomié e zcidentally Neciffary or unlawfull. = And though
man muft Detérmine of chem, yer not 4 he Lift, without a Rule:
but by tfiofé fufficient General directions which God hath given
10 Séf.ipfﬂfé'fghﬂ the End and Nature of the work. And to
crofs thefe directions is a fin irbim that doth determine.

§.28. Thotigh all thefe are lef¢ to humane Prudence, yet not
alwaies to the Governots to be pafledinto Laws,and forced on
the fubjes. ~ Moft 6f the polits forementionied, ought not F
be ftatedly detexmined by Law, but left to him that is upori”
place to determine of, according to variation of occafior”

which anon.) " * _
¥ 2N Y“ if juft Aathority fhall (injurioufly) determn..
of them, it may b‘e:,tﬁe-fubjc‘&s duty to obey; excepe in fome:
: “}rc}"tpbé?mﬂmeﬂﬁbﬂm ; Becaufé they are not matters aficne
‘9@?};%@%@%;:(’13 without :hcifliné’:‘biit’bglyits'an impradent
over-d o'in fk!ﬂﬁ. ! ““‘o:em" Ren
and feafon tobe done. F"’."Fbﬂgmg Sl TRy its mannec
§.30. Having fhewed you what man 24y determine of,in wor=
L jf ﬂlalfﬁe‘x:?ﬂlgw you what he may not determine of : or
what is exempted fromfis power. And 1. Some thiags € (o
the Subffance. .z, Qther things only asto the “Miinir are oug
of mans power.” ¥ Lt ,
§-31. % Nomanmay bringa New Revelation, which he
zeceived not from God, (whethi it be abopt greater or fmallex
: points, )
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points, ) and {ay to another, or himfelf, Z'his you or I are bowhd 10
belicve, by a4 Divine faith': For nothing buta Divine Revelati:
o can be the material obje®& of a Divine faitl.
$.32. 2. Andasfarisit from the power of this man, t0
fay [ 1 received st this from God, bur yet gos dre bonndio belicve
3 as from me, with a faith as certain and confident,as a f4 aith Di,
vine. ] For this were ro equsll man wich God. i
$-33. 3. And far is it from the power of man to ob-
trude at all upon another any fupernatural matters, and Com=
mand him to believe them, though buc with a humane faiths
Whenhe cannor provethat the things are committed to him,
nor give men an Evidence of their Credibility. He may not fay
LT bons Godyevealed not thefe [upernatnral matters to me; ¢
haih he given me Authority to command you to- believe them, O
made it your duty tobetieve them, when I [peak thems, thongh W‘”;
out Evidence of Credibility.] So that here are three forts O
things about matters of Belief that man may not do. The firftis,
that he may not Counterfeit a Divine Revelation : 80
¢ 2. is, he may nor command men to believe hislaw:
Tl bumane teftimony, with & faith equall so Divine and
3. he may not command fo much as a hemane faith to fuperna-
tural affertions which he had #o anthoritytoureer. 1fpeak this
“out mens power in matters of faith, as preparatory to that
"t worfhip.
34. 1In like forr, 1. Man may not fay [ This God hath
‘nded yom in or abous his wor/bip’] when it is not fo: For
- wereto belie God, and to add to his Law, as if ic faid that
which it doth notfay. Here none hope will gainfay me.
§.35. And 2. No man may of his own head Comm"d
any thing inor belonging to the worfhip of God: but he muft
bave either a Specialor General warrant and command from
God himfelftodoit. Gods Law muk either make the thing
Neceffary s» [pecie, and fo leave man nothing about it but to
fecond it by his Law, and fee it executed: or elfe Gods Law

muft make the thing Neceflary i gemere, and fo leave man 10

determine of the fpecies (as is oft Taid, ) But where neither of

thefe are done by God, man hath no Power for the impofing of

thae thing.

§:36. More particalasly, 1, God hath not left it to the
: ~ Power
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Power of man to add tothe tes commandments sny univerfal
precept for obedience. 2. Nortoaddto the Lords Prayer and

other holy Scripture, any general article of requelt to God.
3. Nor to add-any efficers to his Church, thac are ftrictly

Diviae, ot for Divine ufes. 4. Nor toadd any fubftantial ordi-

nance of worfbip. 5§ Nor toadd any [wbffantial parcof boly Difci-
pline. 6. Nor toinfticute any new Sacrament in the Church,
or any thing that hath the Narsre of a Sacrament, though ithave
not thengmg, s o fad

§-37. Itfeemethto methat A4)ffical figns ftated by manin
Gods publick worfhip, dire&ly o work grace on his foul from
God, and thatas inftituted, and alfo to oblige man to God again,
are anlawfully brought into the Church. : :

§. 38. ‘By what hath been faid, you may fee which of the
late Englith Controverted Ceremonics, I take to have been
Lawful,and which unlawfull. Toomany yearsdid I fpendlong
agoe abour thefe controverfies; and the judgement that then I
arrived at, I could never find reafon fince to change, notwith-
ftanding ail the changes of the times, and the helps I that have
fince had ; And it wasandis as followeth. - = = .

- §-39. 1. About Epifcopacy (which wasthe principal point,
concomitant with the Ceremonial Controverfie) I have given

you my thoughts before. 2. The ceremonies controverted

among us, were elpecially, T he [urplice, the gefture of Knceling in
Receiving the Lords [upper, the ring in Marriage, Laying the
hand on the Book in taking an O4th,theOrgans and Church mnfick,
Izo[] daies, Alrars, R,j/;,a’nd,thg Crofsin Bo)aptifm. (Tofay no-
thing of the matter or form of the Prayers. A el

§-g40- And 1. Ifthe furplicebe Impofed by tl!e_MagtﬁraGe
(asit was) whoisa lawfull Governor,andthat d'lre&ly but as
8 Decent Habiz for a Minifter in Gods fervice, T thiok he need-

lefly firained bis Power,and finfully madean engine to dividethe

Church, by making fuch a seed/e/s /4w, and laying the peaceof
the Church up%a . "ig; But yet he ﬁ;edled wich nothing but was
within the reach of his Power in the general, . Some Decent ng;-"s
bisis Neceflary., Exches the Mag(iaseor che Miniler himfelfy
or the Affociated Paftors muft Bevermine what, T ehink neicher’
Magiftrate norSynod {heuld do any more then hinder undecen-
cy:Butyetif they?; nibxjc,and'tée allta one Habiz, (and ,f“PPchc
3 O e
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it were an nndecent Habit) yet this is but an imprudent ufe of
Power, Tt is a thing within the Magiftrates reach ; Hedoth notan
aliene work,but his ows work a mifs: asd cherefore the thing i i
[felf being Lawfull,] wonld obey bimyind ufethat gar mentif] could
not be difpenfed with, Yea though Sesoxdarily theswhirenc(s be to:
fignifie Purity, and fo it be made a teaching fign, yet would I
obey:For fecondarily, we may lawfully and pioufly make Teach-
ing figns of our food and rayment, and every thing we fee. Butif
the Magiftrate had faid that the Primary realon or ufe of the Sar=
plice wasto be aninffirsted facramental fign,to work grace on my
foul and engage me to God,then T durft not have ufed i though
fecondarilyit had been commanded as a decent garment. New Sa-
craments 1 dutlt not ufe though a fecondary ufe were Jawfull.

§.4%. 2. And for Kneeling at the Sacrament, 1 doubt not
atall, but theimpofing ic, and that on fuch rigorous terms, tying:
all to1t, and cafting all out of the comrmunion of the Church, or
from the participation of the Sacrament that dnrft not ufeit, Was:
a very grievous fin, and tended to perfecution, injulice, and.
Church-dividing. Tt iscertainly ina doubtful cafe the fafelt way"
to do as Chrift and his Apoftles, and the univerfal Church did
for many bundred years, That none fhould Kneel in publick:
worthip on the Lords day, no not in Prayer, much lefs in recel-
ving the Eucharift,was a Cuftome fo ancient and Univerfal in the
Church, thatit was everywhere obferved before general Cour=-
cils were madeufe of . and in the firft general Council of Nice, it

w: s:made the laft Canon ; andother general Councils afterward
renewed it, fo that 1 know not how any Ceremony can poffibly
pretend to greater Ecclefialtical Authority then this had. An
to caft out slt from Church Communion in Sacraments thatdare:
not go againft the examples of Chrift and his Apofties, “‘,d ﬁ“'
the Primitive Church, (who long received the Eucharift in.
 another gefture) and againft the Canons of the firft gnd O 4
famous, and otber fucceeding general Couricils, this is 8 MOt
inhumane part. Either the geflure s indsfferentinif [elf OT OO -
Ifit be, how darethey chius dividé the Church by it, and caft out:

......

Chrifiiny thac erupl it when they have chefé and many OFFEC

reafons of their feruples (which for brevity Yomit.) if they 'y
that Kneeling is of iz [elf Necefary, and ot Tndifferent, becaufe, :

itis Reverent &c, then 3, They make Chriftan ’"’P“f‘%ﬁ?-

o
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giver: 2. They make Himfelf, or his Apoftles,or both tohave
been finners. 3. They.condemn the Catholick Church of fir.
4. They condemn the Canons of the Chief general Councils,
5. And thenif the Bifhops them/felvesin Council fhould charge
the geltare, it were unlawfull to obey them. All which are
confequents that I fuppofe they will difown. What a perverfe

du&fbefore and after the very a& of'receiving, through all their
confeffions and prayers, yet they will at other times ftand,-and
many ofthem fit at prayer, and fit ac {inging Pfalms of Prayer
and Praife to God, and yet when Chrift doth invite them to a

in their gefture, left they (hould be finfully unreverent.
§-42. Butyet,as fiofully as chis Gefture was impofed,for my
part I-did obey- the impofers, and would do, ifit wergtodo
/' again, rather then difturb the Pelice of the Church, or be depri-
ved of its Communion. For' God having made feme Geffure
neceffary, and.confined me to none, but lefe it to humane Deter-
mination, [ fhall fubmit to Magiftraces in their proper work,
even when they mifs it in the manner. I 'am'mor furethar

tory to usthat (hall fucceed. | am fure it proves fireing law-
ful: butIam not fure thatic provesitseceffary : (though very
conveniens) Buclam fwre he bath commanded me cbedience and
peace. ‘

ple the lawfulnefs ofic : For though the Papifts makea Sacrapsent

of Marriage; yet we have no reafon to take it for any ordinance

of Divine worhip : any more then the folemnizing of a con-

- tra& between a Princeand People. Allthings are fan&ified and
pure to the Pure: but that doth not confound the two Ta~

bles, nor make all things to be parts of Worfhip thatare fan&@ifis
ed. The Coronation of a King is fan@ified as well as Marrtage ,

and is asmuch a Sacrament as Marriage, and the Ceremorizs 1O :
it might as well be fcrupled : efpecially when God doch fecm to

gobefore them by the example of Aminting, as'tf he W°“|fi

confine them to that Ceremonie ; which yet was none of his

intent , nor is it much fcrupled.

Ggg 2 - wordhip,

e g

prepofterous Reverence is this? when they have leave to lie in the:

fealt, they: dare not imitate his Apoftles and univerfal Church

Chriftintended the example of himfelf and his Apofiles as obligax

§.43 3.And for th§ Ring in Marriage, 1 fee no reafonto fcru-

§. 44. 4. And though the taking of am Ouarh be a fort of
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worfhip,yet not the warural worthip of the fi/# Commandment,.
nor the Is#ituted of the Jecond, butthe Reverent ufeof hisrame
inthe third ; fo that it is not primarily an a& of worthip, bue
Rednitively,and Confequeniially : Tt being the principal ufe of 2
Qath to Confirm the Trurh,and End firife,by appealing to God,.
which appellation is indeed an acknowledgment of his Gevern-
ment and Juftice. Aund che laying the band upon the Book , 0t
Kiffirg it,is buta Profeffing fign of my own Intentions, fuch &5
my words themfelves are : and therefore is Jefc to humane'
choice,and a lawfull thing. And I have met but with very
few,among all our Ceremonies, that queftioned chis. A

$+45- 5.. And for Organs or other inftruments of Mufick; 10
Gods worfhip, they being a Help partly watural, and partly:
artificial to.the exhilarating of the fpirits, for che praife of God,.
I know no-argument to prove them fimply unlawfull; but whﬂ;
would'prove a cup of wine unlawful, or the tune and meerer, and:
melodieof finging unlawful. Bur et if-any would abufe if,.
by tnrning Gods worthip into carnal Pomp, and levity, efpecial-
Iy by fuch non-intelligible finging, or bleating as fome of our’
Chorifters ufed, the Common people would have very great
teafon to be weary of it, as accidentallyevil,. :

§..46. 6. And as for Holy daies, there is great difference’
between them : Thofe are lyable to moff queflion that are obtru*
ledon the Church with che greateft confidence.  As fot fuch
daies as are appointed upon fome ¢, gent occafions, that arofe:
fince Scripture was indited, and are ror common to all times and
glacgs of the Church, there ;s no more queftion whether the:
Magiftrate way command them, or the Paftors agree upon them;
then whether a Lecture-day, or £, R-day, o thanfgiving-day may
be commanded, or agreed on: fomre time for Gods worfliip,’
befides the Lords Day mutt be appointed : AndGod having not:
vold s which, the Magiftrare ma4y, on fit occafions..  And th'ss
isno derogation from the fufficiency of Scripture : For the occa--
fion.of the day was wot-ex fPent, when the Scripture was written ;
fuch occafions are various according to the various ftate of'
the Church in feveral ages and. Countries: And therefore to
keepan Anniverfary day of Thank{giving, (uch as we keep on the:
fifth of November for our deliverance from. the- Papfis-powders
Péos, is 09 more queftionable then to keep:a.le@nre.. Norfox
: my
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my part do I make any fcruple * to Keepa Day in Remembrance *L Inf point of
of any eminent fervant of Chrift, or Martyr, t0 praife God for F:;"’éi‘;ff;;_

their do&rine or example, and honour their Memorial.  Buat the eney s accor-
bardeft part of the Queftion is, whether it be dawfull 2o keep dates, ding to feve-
d.r‘bol]f, in Cf[fbrdtiﬂgtbe memorial o)‘ Chriﬂ! Nnti'z}itj"‘ Circum- ¥al accidents,:
ctfion, Fafting, Tran{figuration, e/ [cention, and [#c b like ? And

the great reafons of the doubt are, 1. Becaufe the occafions of \
thefe holy daies was exiffentin the Apoftles daies : and therefore
if God would have had fuch daies obferved, he could as eafily el
and fitly have done it by his Apoftles inthe Scripture, 25 he did
other the likethings, 2. And thisis a bufinefs that if it wer€ |
Neceffary,would be Eqnally nece [Jaryto all Ages and Parts ofthe ‘
Catbolick Church. ~ And theretore it cannot be sece[ary, but it
mult be the Aatter of an umiverfal Law. And God hah made
no fuch Law in Scripture : And fo Scripture {fufficiency, as the
Catholick Rule of faith-and univerfal Divine obedi: nce, isutterly’
overthrown: whichifwe grant,and turn Papifts to day; we
fhall have as firong temprations to make us turn Infidels to mor=
row, fo poor is their evidence for the fupplemental Traditional
Law of God.3.And God himfelf Kath already appointed aday

for the fame purpofes as thefe are pretended for..  For theZords
Dayis to commemorate the Refnrrecticn, s the grear Trium-
all the reff of his works

phant a& of the Redeemer, implyizg. ‘
fo that though it be principally for the Refurreiticn, above any
fingle work of Chrif(, yetalfo for all the work of Redemptions
And the whole ison that day to be commemorared with holy Joy-
and Praife. Now when God himfelf bath fet apart on¢ day i .
every week to commemorate the. whole work of Redempties,. i
it feems an accufing of his Inftitutions of infufficiency, to come
2&&\? him to mend them,an& fay we muﬂ’bdﬂfdﬂ 4;47;;'1;[7;_/'47" d‘ﬂ]«’
for this or that part of the Work.4.The foursh Commandment being: ]
one of the Decalogue, feems to be of fo high a nature, thac man 1
is not to prefume to make the like. Elfe why may we oot turn:
thie tencommandmeants into twenty or 2 hundred? But it fftms'
a doing the fame or of like nature to what God hath donein the.
fourth commandment, if any will make a peceflary ﬁatgd holy:
‘day to the univerfal Chorch. 5. And it feems alfo that thele: j
Holy daies (excepting Eaffer and whis[entide and other Lirds.
daics)) are but of later itrodu&ion.  Many. paflages: of Anti—

L Geg 3 quity,, {
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quity feem toistimate, that Chriffmas Day it felf was not of
many hundred yearsafier Chrift. ~ I remember not any be_foxic
Gregory Nazianzene that feem to fpeak of it.  The allegations
outof {purious auchors, and that of later date, fachas the coun-
terfeit {lement, Dienyfins, Cyprian, ¢rc. are-brought to deceive
and nor to convince.” 6. Yeaz more, the time was a MAatrer of
controverfic among the Churches of the Eaft and Weft,for many
tundred years after Chrift, Epiphanins,and the Churches of Indea
and all thofe Eaftern parts, took the fixth of Fanuarytobetbe
day ([ee Cafaubones Exercitat.on this,and Cloppenburgins more
fullyin Zhe/. ) Chryfoffome faith, ie was but ten years before he
wrote that Homilie that the Churchat Conffantinople Was. pet-
fwaded by them at Rome to change their account of the day : And
isit poffible that, when for abour four hundred years or morethe

Churches were urterly difagreed of the day, that it was then.
Commanly kepe as an Hsly day ? The keeping of it would fure have -

kepra common knowledge of the day : Orat leaft, the diﬁqren ce
of obfervarion would baveraifed contention, as the difference.
about Eafter did : canany believe that the famous Council of
Nice, and the vigilant Emperour, that were fo exceeding impat'=
ent ofa diverfity of obfervations of Eafter, would have let adi-
ver{e obfervation of Chriltmas alone, without once thinking cr
fpeakiog ofir, when they were gathered abont the like work,
if the Church had com
Or was the Church of 7udes where Chrift arofe, in any likely-
hood to have loft the trpe account of the day, if it had been ob-
ferved by Apoftolical Tradition from the beginning? 7. And. it
feems that God did parpofely deny us the obfervation of this
Day, in that he hath certainly keps the time unknown to the world.

The confidence of fome be wrayes but their ignorance. Chrono-
logers are never (ik

Jyears, ¢re. Many think thac Chrift was born about O&ber (as
Scaliger, Broughton, Beroaldns, ¢ic, ) and many flill hold to the
Eaftern opinion, for tha Epiphany being the Nativity, on

ar. 6. andothers are for other times; but none are certain
of thetime. 8, Sure we are, where thereis xo Law, there is #0
Zranfgreffion : but hereis no Law of. God commanding Chrift=
mas day orthe other Holy daics ; therefore there is notran=
; greffion

i o e S

monly obferved it then as a Holy day 2.

ctobeagreed of the year, much lefs of the -
‘ moneth or day ; fome think we are f{(mr years too late, fome two
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greflionin nos keeping them. Andthen 9. it ismit fo fiure that
there is no tranfgreilion in keeping them : therefore the furer -
fideistobetaken. 10. Anditfeems ftrange that we find fior
fo much as any ancient * general Council making any mention * The Pro-_
of Chriftmas or fuch dajes( though of the Martyrs daies fome do,) Vincial corfel.
Al thefe reafons (which 1 run over haftily) and many more ;8"-Cani4
(which for brevity I pretermit) do feem to make it & VEry J remember
hard queftion, whether the keeping of this fort of Holy daies be mentioning.
lawfull. ‘ them. -
§.47. Aaditis notto be much ftuck at; that a Day to Chrift
doth feem more necef{ry and pious, then a Day in commemo- -
rationofa Martyr, or a particular Mercy : For in the highelt
" parts. of Gods worthip, God bath left man lea% to do, asto
Legiflation and Decifions : and ufurpations here are far moft
dangerous. A.weekly Dayis fomewhat more then an Ann verfa~
7y + And yet I think there is few of the contrary minded, bue
would doubt whether man might impofe on the Church the ob-
fervation of another weekly- Hely day, in. commemoration of ’
" Chrifts Nativity. The worfbip of God isa more excellenz and necef-- :
fary thing, then the veneration due to a worthy perfon; And yer
we have not fo much liberty to make new waics of worthiping:
God, as of veneration to men. - Sois it here, though eventhe:
Daies that are for the memorial of the Saints, are ultimately for.
the honour of God ; yet thole thac are fet apart direcily and:
immediately to commemorate the work of Redemption,
are Relatively much higher, and cherefore feem to be more-
exempted from the Determination of humane laws.. o
§.48. By thisand machmore, I am fully facisfied, 1. Thae:
the keeping of thefe daies is a thing of it felf #mweceffary : 2. And
that there being none on earth that can julily pretend toa.
power of univerfal Government over the whole Catholick
Church,it is certain that none on earth can bind the Catholick
Charch tofuch obfervances ; (The Canons of Paftorsare ‘4’“""’"
vitative Directionsto theit ewn flocks that are bound to obey
them; (0 it be in lawful things ; but to erher Churches, Ol‘héoﬂ e
their fellow Paftorsthey arebut Agreements, and bow far i -
bind, I fhall thew anon.) 3. And even in afingle Church, &
a Province, or Nation, I am fatisfied chat 1t 15 a great fin for

Magiftrates or Paftors to forceall that ferple it t0 the obfer:-;_l:; _5

¥ (
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tion of chefe Caies, and-to lay thg mnity or Peace of theit Chﬂ!’d"“
onic,and to calt ouc, cenfure, reproach, or punifh them [t:'z:
dare not obey fuch impofitions for fear of fining agamﬁ QO .
And it is & moft dfingenuous thing te infinuate and put 10L0
the minds of men sccufations of the Impicty of the diffenters;
and to perfivade the world thar it isirreligioufnefs, or ‘humorous

. fiogularity, when itis fo knowh « thing to all that know ‘thep‘a,
thac the perfons that feruple or difown thefe daies, do ordinartly

walk in uprightnefs and the fear of God in other matters, and
profels that it is only a fear of breaking the Laws of Go

that keeps them from conformity to the will of others : and
that they are reproached by the multitude of the obfervers of
thefe daies, for their fpendirg the Lords Day in Holy exercifes,
which the rep roachers fpend too muchin idlenefs, fenfualicy
or prophanefs ; and it is not long firce many of them were 2

cut of the Minifterial fervice or fufpended, for not reading
a Book authorizing Dancing and other recreations on the I:ords
day. In a word, to reproach them as Precifians and Puritans,

for the ftri nefs of their lives, 2nd yet at the fame time to per= '

fwade men that they are ungodly for not keeping Holy daies,
or .not kneelirg at the Sacrament, is not ingenuous dealing,
and draws too neer the Manners of the Pagans, who called_the

_ Chrifiitns urgodly, becaufe they durft not offer their factifices,
ydragd them to the judgement-feats, they €y .

and when the

Tollite impios, as it them'elves vdly men: Jcompare
ot the matter of the csufes he‘:,:jeb;t:eoi Iy J( he temper of the
perfons, and manner and juflice of proceedings. wes

§- 49. Andyet for allthis T amrefolved, if 1 live where fuch
Holy daiesas thefe are obferved, to cenfure no man for obferving
them, nor would I deny them liberty to follow their judgements,
if T had the power of their Liberties ; provided they ufe not
reproachand violerce to ohers, and feek not to deprive them
of their Liberties. = Pag/ hath fo long agoe decided thefe cafes,
Roms. 14.815. that if men would be Ruled by the word pf
God, the controverfie were, as to the troublefome part of if;
atanend. Thcythatthrough weaknefls obferve a Day tf"h‘,'
Lord, thacis not commanded them of God, fhould not judge
their brethren that obferveitnot: and they that obferve it 80
fhould not defpifs or fgt at naught their weaker (though :":5‘:)‘
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rious ) brethren that obferve it ; but every one fhould be '
fully perfwaded in his own mind. The Holy Ghoft hath deci-

ded the cafe, that we thould here bear with one another, :
. §:50. Yea more, I would not only give men their Liberty
inthis, but if I lived under a Government that peremptorily

commanded it,1 would obferve the ourward relt of fuch a Holy.

day, and I would preach on it, and joyn with the Affemblies in
Gods worfhip on it. Yea I would thus obferve the Day,
rather then offend a weak brother or hinder any mans falvation,

much more rather then I would make any divifion in the -

Church, I think in as great matters as this did Panl condefcend
when he eircumcifed Z'imarby, and refolved to eatno fieth while

he lived rather then offend his brother, and to become all things

: to‘all men for their good. Wherea thing is evil but by acci-
~deat, the greatelt Accidents muft . weigh -down. the: lefs.

I may law(fully obey and ufe the day, when another dg:h‘unjaw, '

fully command it : 'AndI think thisis thetruecafes < & o
- §:5 1. 7...And for the next ceremony,the Nameand form of

an Altar no doubtit isathing indifferenc, whether the Table:
ftand this way or that way : and’tbe Ptimitive Churches ufed

commonly the names of Sacrifict, and Alrir,and Pricff,and’
1 think lawfully:for my pare,

Phil.2.17. ¢ 4,18. All believersare called Priefts,and »th@lﬂg
fcrvice,Sucriﬁce;, 1 Pet. 2. 5,9. Rew. 1..6. & §.10.&.20. 6.
I conceive that the diflike of thefe things in England ( the form
and name of an Altar,and the Rails about it) wasnotas if they
were imply evil : But 1. becaufe they wereillegal innovations,
forced on the Churches withoutLaw,orany juft authority.
And 2. becaufe the way of chofe times did caufe men L0 fuf]
that fomewhat worfe was intended to be brought in by fuc
preparatives ; efpecially whenthe Minifters were caft out.. h :'I

§.52.. 8. But of all our Ceremonies, there is noné e

have more fufpe@ed to be fimply anlawfull then the 'Croﬁ in
Baptifm. Therelt,as] have faid, I fhould have fubmlttgg ;o
rather then hinder the Service or Peaceof the Church, ( hadL

been putto it : For livingin thofe daie

1 had my liberty in all fave Daies and she Geffure. )But this I durft
g * Sl Uh " nevet

»

Lwill not be he that fhall condemn,

them. = Butthey ufed them buc' metaphorically, as Scripture
it felf doth, Heb. 13. 10,1536 Rom:12.1. Ephefi5: 2«

s in aPriviledged place,

e W
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never meddle with.  And yet I know that many think it as
1eafonable, and more vererable then any of the reft. Yet dare
1 00t perenspsorily fay that it ss unlawfull : vor will 1 condemn
either Antients or Moderns that afe it : nor will I make any
diffurbance inthe Church about it, more chen my own forbear-
ance will make : only my own pra&ice I was forced to fufpend,
and ‘muft do if it were again impofed on me, till I were beteer
fatisfied. ' The Reafons that moft move me, I fhall giveyouin
the end, but fome of them take at the prefent.

§. §3. 1. Thisis not the meer cirmm(lance'of a Duty, bata
[ubfiantial humane ordinance of wor[bip : mor is it neceflary i
gomere. that man ordain any fuch [ymbolical M frical figns for
Gods ' worfhip:‘And therefore it 1s a matter totally exempt
from humane Power. There mnft be fome Time, fome place,
Jome' gefture; fome vefture, fome utenfils, &c. But you cannot
fay that, There mnft be [ome 1eaching [ymbols, ot myftical figns,
Jtazed by bumane inflivution in Gods worfhip : There is 10
comnd to man’in Scripture  de genere toinflitute any»fuch'
thig. * And therefore in the cafe of CircumfFantials 1hall ufu-

ally (of which more anon) obey the Magiftrate, even where
he dochrmiftake , becaufe it is his own work, though he mifdoe
1t: But bere his a&ion is like that of a jadge in alieno foro,in
another ‘court, where he ‘hatli 'no power , and - therefore his
jadgement is null. © Tris not an a& of Authority to make and
ftate'new myftical figns (cbar are fuch in their primary ufe,)
i Gods worfhip ¥ For there is no Power but of God : And
God hath given no fuch power : They thatfay, be bath, let
them prove it if they can.  Narural and Artificial helps W€
difallow not: But Infituted figns, that have what they have 'bY
Inftitation, and that as « folems fFared ordinance, | know rot that
ever God required or accepted from the invention of man.
qut;b: this will prove a meer ufurpation , and nullity, and
worfe.

§.84. 2. Yeal fulpe& it will prove a humane Sacrament:
eicher fully a Sacrament, or {0 neér akin to Sacraments, s that 3
manhath nothingto do to inQtitate it. The common prayer 1'
faith, that [ s Sacrament isan ontward vifible fign of an inwar 4
[fviritnal grace, given to us, ordained by Chrift him[elf, as a means
whereby we receive the fame, and 4 pledge to affure us theresf “ ;g;
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the Catech. ) Let us try by this definitiop whether the Crafs
1 Bapti[m as ufed in Eygland be a Sacrament. S

§-55. And 1. Imay take it for granted that the wane of
the Name, makes it not tobe no Sacrament. And 2. wheress
in the definition, it is faid thatitis [ erdained by Chrift himfelf ]
that belongs toa Dizine Sacrament only, 8ad not t0 & bumane
Sacrameat devifed by nfurpers, Qtherwife you muft fay, that
there is no fuch thing poffible as a haare Sacrament impoted by
ufurpers on the Church : what if all che effentials of aSacra-
mene, fuch asare found in Baptifm and the Lords fupper, bein-
vented by man, and forced on the Church, is it thg_r,eforc %o
Sacr, ament ? Of only, #no Divine Sacrament? However, let us
ot differ abour bate names and words: It is she fame thing
that you call 4 Sacrament, when God is the ordainer: and fure
it will not prove it lawfull becaufe max is the ordainer ; that’s it
that makes it #nlawfull,becaufe he wants authority, and a&sas
an ufurper. The Papiftsaffirm that man hath not power 10
makenew Sacraments, no not the Pope himfelf. Letnorusgo

fl.ll'{b e ; iR SRR IR el BRI SLe
e & ;6. And 1. the outward vifible fignhere isthe {7ofs made
- inthefore-head : 2, Theinward and Spiritual grace is, aholy

Refolusion to fight manfully under the banner of Chrift,and toperfe- '

Vere therein.  The Crofs fignifieth the Inftrument of the
fufferings of Chrift, aad that we do own this Crucified Saviour,
and are not afhamed of him, and will manfully fight under him.
So that hereis 1. 4 figwification of Grace to be svrought.on the

- Senl, and Zivenns by God. 2. a0 engagement to perform the duries

of the Covenant ouy [elves. On Gods pare, weare to receive
by this fign, both Qualitative or attnal Grace, and Relative
Grace. 1. The Crofs isto teach our underftandings, and belp.
our memories, and quicken up ourdull affetions, by minding
usofa Crucified Chrift and the benefits of his Crofs. b
§- 57. Thatit is ordained for chis ufe, appeareth from the
words ( anon to be recited) in the ufe ofit, and by thofe words
prefixed beforethe che Common prayer-book, [of Ceremanses 5
wk] fome are abolifbed, and [ome retained ] whetre they fs’;lyl,ttut
they [be wiot darke and dumb Ceremanics, bar are fo [et forth
that every man may anderfand whas they do mean, and to _ﬂl/@ﬁt
sfethey do ferve :]]and Cthat they are /fwb as arc #pe to flir #p

Hbb 2 the
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Xbe dull mind of man; 1o the ‘remembrance of his duty to God, by
Jome notable and [pecial fignification, whereby be might be edi fied. ]
So that this and fuch other (if there be more fuch ) are appoiated
by their fignification to teach the Uoderftanding, and ftir up
the giu’»ll' mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God i
fhlch'vate-good works, but to'be'done only by good means.
§..58. “Ardthatthisis 2 way of working Grace in the [ame kind
a5 Gods word and Satramenty 4o, 1s undenable. For the word
and Sagramcnts do work Grace but Morally, by propounding
the objed,and fo obje&ively Teaching, Remembring, and Ex-
csting, and thus working on the Underftanding, I\/Iemory,,i*{“‘i
Will, and Affe@ions. - However the fpirit may work within, its
cereain that the ordinances work no otherwife. And not only Pro-
teltants are agreed on chis, but one would think that the Jefuits
and all of their mind fhould be moft of all for it. For faculties,
;hcy that will not confefs any Phyfical determination of the
Ut make all operations both of Word, Sacraments,and Spiritit
felf, to be but fuafory or Moral, one would think fhould ho!d
more tenacioufly then others, that Sacraments work Grace but
Morally. Andif no Sacramencs ‘do morethen ob jectively Teach
and excite ; and che Crofs is appointed to do as much in this,
then there is no d:fference between themto be found.
9:59. And then for Relstive Grace, it'is plain, that by the
fign of the Crofs-as well as by Baptifim, we are entredinto @
Fare of Chy ifianity 5 and fo it is an Invefting Savramental g5
Itlifteth as wnder the banney of Chriff Cracified: And that isthe
very effential nature ofche Sacrament of Baptifm it felf. As
Lifting invelteth the foldier in his Relation, and confequently
in his Priviledges, fo doth Baptifm by Gods appo.ntment ; and
Crofling is fuppofed by mans appéintment, to invelt men in the
Relation of the foldiers of Jefus'Chrift, .
§.60. Yea (morechenis expreffed in the Definition of &
Sacrament in the Common prayer. book) if you judge it effential
2o a Sacramentto be .an engaging Covenasting fignihe Crofs 15
inftituted to this end. Yea more then that; if you judge it effential’
t0a Szcrament,t0 be an engaging fign in the very Covenist ¢
Grace it felf ‘and not only in fome particular promife, this alfo is
theend of its appointment. It is to engage our felves 0 2

Cracified Chrift a5 our Captain and Savicur by-his Crofs, am‘iir[xO;




