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A Confession of the Faith of several
Churches of Christ. 1656.

nseveral congregations of Christ
In the County of Somerset, and some
Churches in the Counties near adja-
cent. "
o, An Antidote against the Infection
of the Times.. published by Klders
and Messmgers of Ilston, Abergevenny,
etc. 1656.
3. A Brief Answer to some Objections
made against Jews coming in to the
Commonwe®3th. 16556.
4. The Personal appearing and Reign
of Xt's kingdom upon the earth."

By« Tho:  Collier, 1657,
5. The Seventh Day Sabbath opened.
Byge T.C. 1658.
6. An answer to an epistle by Thomas
Salthouse. Thomas Collier.
7. A Testimony to the true Jesus.
By T.Higpenson. 1656.
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Sanific the Lord Godingour J.»f:am 5 and beready aries 10 give an anfwer
v0 every man that wsketh ybﬁ‘z‘mfoﬂf ehehope that is in you vmb meek-
nefS and fears

o MaTrHEW 10,32,
wWho[oever tbm, cihall confefS me before men, him wzll I confefs alfo before

. wy Father, whichis inheaven. -

Isatau 8, 2e.

" Tothe Law and to the Teftimony, if they [peak nov according to tlm rule it %

becauﬁ: there is no light in them.

: Acrs 1 7o E%s

2 Thefe were more noble than tbofe in Theflalonica, in that tbey mewcd the
o word with all readinefs of minde, and fearched the Scrzpmrcs daily, whether
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THE

| EPISTLE

v 8 7= ICATOR Ye

" To the Sons and Daughters of
Zion, grace, peace, &-c. be mulciplied.

DEARLY Berovep,
' Tmay with fome feem altogether need-
lefs and ufeles to bring to publique,
R, view,a Narrative of faithin {ucha day
.ﬁ as this is; efpecially there
w¥_ having = "been._the like e mtan
brought forthby feveral baptized con- #he  Nar-
gregations formerly, Unto which we rative pub-
reply, that our publithing this Nar- lifhed &y
tative of our faith and practice,is not the feven
~ fromany diflike wefound with the for-  Churches
 mex Confeffion of . our beloved Bre- s London.
3 A3 thren
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The Epiftle .
“thren, whom we own, and with whomwe are one
bothin faithand practice; meither isthere anything
in ours contradictory to our brethren, ‘that we know::
of, thathavegonebeforens. =

‘We can fay when the Lord fet us firft upon this.
work,, we did not diink of bringing it £0, publique,
view 5 but did it rathier for 2 Tryal of ‘our unity 1n
thefaith: for eur more clear fellowfhip one with a-
nother, from our harmény in faith and praétice.

Yet having finifhed it according to our apprehen-
fions (and we believe] ﬁne?e thg ach;uf of
the Lord) nowjudgetherdiis a m@re thdp ordipary
neceflity for us thus to publifh ourfaith, :

1. Inregardof the general chargelaid upon our
profeflion, as if nonein the Countreys that pro-
tefled baptifi wereof OEIF,B?Cth,Eeg(iA,Ud gment tﬁag

publifhed that Gonfeflion*of faith th*Londos , but
hold freewill, falling away from grace, &c. allwhich
through the grace of God we difclaim, and not on-
ly we, but to our knowledge many other Churhes,
in the adjacent Counties, whoftand faft in the pro--
feffion of ¢iié mchatigeable! love 6f 'God in Fefus

(R C}”y (to(his, -’o--" ’é. C3 z’f.’jf‘.}f,r ,;) 15 &r vi‘fi’; ?
. g:'zgﬂeiﬁg’fggr Pi?fér"ﬂ,ﬁﬁle‘*ﬁf' ‘the-great d*&.‘?f‘ims'
and_divifions’thiat are ‘ainongft’ profefling -people

in'this nation” the mdnywates and ‘wiles of Satan,

toféduce ind-deceive Touls ﬂnt grear “departing’
from the fzich, dnd<hit nder SIONYS Bl ok
fpiricualnefs and Holinels,” Satati'tidnsforming him-
felf’ intoan Arigel'of light;ianidt his Minifters into

Misifters of rightéoufheflesdve éﬁéi@%&ﬁf‘m%t; ‘

g forth
in

* ivour bounden dury i this P day €0'cd
69107 : &% : i,



Dedicatary:

. inarenewved Declaration of om; faith, 252
mm&y Tbeﬁ?ﬁ allw;‘bgHJ( BC i
dowith one {¢ eff;evto gfca gt Q{h :

itt Was ge ngcn

¥ tending earneftly. fo
~ tothe Saings: for c{us gxeat de’ ign of Sa-

cing
tan to deftroy d fa.}tb d sg;aéhcgg ;bc; _Gofpel
chuches, e judge nothing more futs! e and propes
to,us as Churches of our; Loxd,wherin we mightbear
| ourwitnes,for him(in this degyaftempcauon)m print -
: ,w ell; g,s,,m' pradtice,, th en s our teltimony. to
ax,sl;, qu)tkg as, up&n iplf s- And Oh that it
; mxght bﬁgf{e{nem brancer, ;€ ouxﬁ;ﬁer-churches
| in this'Commbnwealth ; that they be not foon mo-
| vgd frem thehope of the Gofpels and give us leave
1o cry. mightily unto you, andto be your remem-
WC&S_ as_from. the Tagrd m thefe w following.
parpculars- vy
1. That it be your, cax;e? fma “that ‘which may

‘iiayl)f«béﬂﬁiwouf ik tveifbgh and prect-

(g;; dfheemo g >m mbcr%crﬁed 5
G HSVIRE T 25 Lhe Wy,
* the truth,2 c}:t e life, ; }A}ggﬂ D.OWIh‘g? 1t
hathbeent e defig ano(p tagmal a CS tofeekthe
undermining of him Sagan knows that' God
hath made him; tobe th way of falvation to all that,
| tuly. bﬁl{@?}?‘m Hence n: is that the devil fa%al
to Chrift,: wek.n,o x}';ce who thoqart, &c.. the devx
‘kaows that there ;nabxher name given under e2-
ven by which we may beTaved; 45 4. 12, he who
goes about li gzhrqarglgg Llon 5 fecking whom he
may« &vqug,sg Pet. 5, ~he cannot. “have his
Prsy‘mmfa%tyq“ ng;?%m anoth r, he cagr

and .
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fters a5 the Minifters of the righ:e%uﬁ

- nefs, 2 Cor.11. 14, 15. itisall one with the adver

fary, wheter he ruift fouls in 2’ way of profeffion o
in 2 way of prophanefs ; and if in profeffion, he can
not qiiet fouls with the form without the power
( which is his great wotk):2 Tim, 3. from the firft
the fitth verfe, 7ir.1.16 then he will pretend
bring ‘them into a powerwithdue all form = all foriy
muft be accounted flefhly, yea chrif himfelf ( thy
moft 'glqrio_us Difpenfation of ‘God, the fpirit, ‘anc
the tife of fouls truly livingin him by faith, witt
out whom there is neither grace nor glory ) muf
n6w be accountéd Refhly; ‘and all that own'ie ' mud
be of the Devil, Oh'the fubtil waies of Satam ¢ -
deceive and tuin fouls: 'Oh give us leave to cal
upon you, and tocry unto the Lord both for om
felves, and'you. That he'who is our Shepheard ang
Bifhop of our {oluls, would now ge our Keeper in
this hour of temptation; Oh be not eafily cheatec
out of ‘your efteem of, and intereft in a crucified Je-
gsf';f_iﬁﬁ little do fouls think', - what they lolfe whin
they part withthe mah Chriff Fefus , trampling the
bﬁd:@f thie covenant &{Z fi{, for nothing but
wind and'vanity 5 they fow the wind, and fhall reap

the ‘'whirl-winde ; 'if meré “do" not recover them
dgain , wholay f{;ﬁdelcbﬂ_‘g » Scripture, and obedi-
ence all at once ;- fubjecting themfelves to a fugge-
ftion, or voicewithin them , more than to the mind
of God, writtenin thé holy Scriptutes, who lay a-
afide Chrift in all his Offiees 5, we fay againilet it be
your care’, yéa Yout gte Acfafq*;;as'youh’qpéfovmcr;
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menting the {tite of poor deluded fouls , than-to
run away-from Chafts, -and wuth with them, Ob!
letnot anyof us, whohave owned the Lord;-part
with:him becaufe othets do it; or trample under-
foothisjerdinances;' becaufe we {eeand, hear others:
doit ;. but rather let that noble fpirit appear in you
thac was in the prophet; Pfal. 119, 97. and v 126,
127, they mukeveid thy Law, therefore I-love
thy commandmentsabove Gold, &c. domen undes:
pretence of light , trample under foot the blood of
the covenant, and his ordinances ‘all at-once;, and
pretend love in ir, and perfwade you to do it.. Oht:
love Chriftiand bis lawes,the more, love them above
goldy yea, above fine gold; fo fhall you manifeft
your felves to be the Spoule of Chriff; betrothed un-
tohim in fruth, and not a harlot that doth run away
from him, and then fay allis well, &ci - o
2, Let it be your great care to prefsatter, and live
more in the power of  the Gofpel ; this is that will
prove the condemnation of men who live in the pro-
feflion of the Gofpel, without the power and life of
the Gofpel, 2 Tim.3.5. Tit., . 16. for the Goipel of
Chrift. is the power of God to falvation:Rom, 1. 16:
% and if you doindeed live in the power of the Gof
- pel 'you hall have your fruit unto holinef(s, and the

a power as men pretend to in thefe daies, viz.a light
.~ and a voicé within them , without iany relation to
B  Chrift, or Scripture; but the power of Ghrxﬁ,handé

o - cy in that'day , that you keep clofe to your head’
- Chrift Jefus, from whom fome are turned afide,
- andlet ibe our work gather to be mourning and- la-

- end everlafting life; Rom.6. 22. we do normind fuch -

/—\
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4 Edforth in the Miniftration of the Gofpel through

the exercife of faithin Jefus, for ye are kept by the
power of God, through faith unto falvation, 1 Per.
1. 5. living in the conftant apprehenfions of Chrift
crucified for you, everliving to make interceffion ,
Hebi7.25.- by vertue of which the fpirie, power and
virtues of Chrift are dayly manifeft in you,fo Chrift
is not only for you; but inyou the hope of glory.

3. Take heed of being enfnared and intangled
with the evils of the world, this is that which Chrift
hath praied for(to hié father) that thofe whobelieve
inhim miglie be kept from the evils-of the world

- Fohn'17. 15 and indedd we cannot but judge that

it much concerns the Lords people’( onwhom his
flame iscalled) to dy daily to'the worlds waies and
fafhions; how oftén are "the faints- called upon “in
Scriptare to this work, < Ephef. 4. 17 18,19, this I’
{ay therefore, and teftify in the Lotd that ye hence-
forth walk not asother Gentiles walk in' the vanity
of their minds, &c-Goki3.5. mortify therefore your
members which are upon Earth, &c. Rom.13.2;and
e not conformed to this world, &c. 1 Pet. 1. 14.2s
obedient children, not fathioning your felves accor-
ding to the former luft in your ignorance, &. with
many other the like. Oh therefore give us leave to

- mind you (and we defire the Lord to mind both you

and us) of thofe abominable fins of formality, hy- -
Pocrifie; covetoufnefs, pride, &c. with many other

grofs enormities, which are too incident to profef-

fing people, and we have caufe to fear it is that
which hath and doth at this day very deeply wound
the truth ;. Oh that it might wound our hearts more,

‘ i - and




Dedicatory.

& that the hearts of Saints might be fighing & cry-
~ ing, notonely for theabominations of the profane,
but likewife of profefling people; thefe foremen-
tioned evils we can fay,: through grace, that God
hath ina meafute fet home upon our hearts, but 2 of
them we {hall mention more particularly, viz. Pride
inapparel andcoveroulnefs, and hath likewife fet
our hearts in feeking and endeavouring a reformati-
on; and we fhall prefent untoyou our light inithis
matter ; coveteoufnefs and pride, being not one-
ly natural fins, but reigning evils, where not dif-
covered and oppofed 5 For the finding out of which
evils that it may be difcerned and dealt withal 5 -we
judge covetoufnefs to confift either, 1. in getting of
goods, and not by right, or 2. in an.over eager pur-
{uite of a lawful callings or 3.ina clofe keeping,
when the neceffity of -the Saints calls for it; and for
pride and vanity in.apparel,we judge that things that
arealtogether needlefs and ulelefs; may clearly come
under the denomination of vanity and pride s as
likewife coftly array ; when more coftly then profi-
able; thefe we judge are the fymptomes of a vais
mind , and oh that the Lord;would fet it home up-
on the hearts of all the Saints to reform , and that
it might become Church work to look aftet thofe
things s -for Chutch-fins will bring down Church-
afflictions, if not repented of , fee. Revelations the
fecond and third chapters. As the Lord in his infi-.

nite goodnefs -hath purpofed to wotk his people in-
to & conformity. to Jefus, that as they have born the
image.of the earthly, fothey-mightbear the im-
ageof the heavenly'man. 1Cor15. 49, fo itls Of
a3 RISy -+ fhould




fhauld be the longing defire of all the Saints that do
indeed expect tobe like Chrift in glory , to: be pref-
fing more after a conformity to him here, 1 Fohn 3.
3. be that hath this hope in’ him spurityeth himielf
- asheis pure: but how much'doth the contrary  ap-
pear; are not-many profefling menand women in
oursdaiess. rather preffing after the world :in; dts
pristeand fathions , theniafter: Chrit in meeknefle
and holinefi€ ; and we fear thatthere may: be (ome
rifing 1n fome good people againf ateformation in
thele things , and we- eaneftly defire thae none
may {0 purfuesit ;s to ‘adventure the lofs ofan
untereft in Chriff, ratherthan tospare with fuch lufts
as thefeare; whichido'indeedwar “againft the: foul,
But itmay be objeéted thag pride confifteth. in the
heactand not in apparel, perfons may be ‘as: proud
- Inimean apparel “as others arein coftly. « + [ ol
2w Weanlwery firfty Iristrue;ic may befo;yebwe
ve norule to' judge our Brethrens heart in fuch 2
cafe, butlove fhould teach us other things ;. and
we do not queftion; but that thofe th&t’ are moft
mortified inthis‘matter, ‘have fill experience of foo
much pride’in theirnatares Lo 90000 Lo | b
- “And fecondly, ‘We judgé it to betoocarnala -
way of reafoning for Saines; 't fuppofe théir bre-
theen' may be: proud 'inmiein appizel; and froin
hencerefolveto be proudin gay rappatel, 2 We de-
 firethat Satanmay not get fuchi an adtantage: over
any of the Lords people in thig et 2t2ahoog o1i:
" Thirdly, We cannotbutjadge , and thar. from
our own experience'ip parr, that the trile caufewhy
thereis {o much vaniey'and “pride” of :appatet upon

the
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the backis becaufe the root of all lyeth mthekheart, '

if it were notin the heart ; it would not a gpear fo

" much on the backasit: do:h tor out of 'the alun-
. danceof the heart the moﬁth {peaketh, \and futa-
- blythe body acteth, if we {ee a proud and | gay‘out-
' lde, e may eaﬁly cohfe&ure where theﬁé isa proud

- Objet. e ﬁndm fe!w;wgbauﬁq? TWM
Zia an 4ﬂ piqﬂﬂuy, sand ther efore o udgd it fﬁfs
g.% 2 .-* 1 “f’ IGIT 10 219073 -9Is 4
Weanfwer; xﬁpﬁ 50t it be fof{rmuih ms the bee-
- tera Wi aimitis Jon yem Dhiow ody of 3sdy- 15 LY

~ But fecondly we cannot butm&i\@@thgtf ag the
- original of alliyeth in thehears 4 fothag thofe that
-~ do pot knoyy, that thofe needlelsvain things o the
' back,. doth minifter occalionito the vain, minde to
Puﬂ'ﬁ Bp - bawskww’thﬁw,thmgs;,a@d

i i may | gghrfcoveg,ed»m fuch things 2s.ehe(g 1 5100

8 xﬁThchearts defiring after , .and, preferting, of
~ pecfons in gay attire , betore thofem mean, &fqm.

Chap 5 c ,;}” ‘ OV O3 ltj’ FLIfEIC 'x

The hearts unwi m%nefs t paf; wlth 1&7

gi1 he:{i‘t nevet {6 knowes his love to Pﬂde 1‘“ 2 thmg),'

> nll he comes to part withit.

] Ahear rifing - 1%13:1 a re roo"F 0f'€h1§ yani-

E ﬁerdz?hedrd%’ szper ladl ly . ‘till he éog;

»* ched him in his be 30\7&3 and: ehis ' reformatioa
px%bébly may'vmakc’inahy ﬁmr} who are’glorious

n profeflion’, but' we hope thav Szons: Sons - and

Daughtcrs will be willi hx;%upona right mfo*mamon .-

fignatne ' 3 :‘( !
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v TheEpfle
.~ Objeétion, ' If we fbouldlay  afide. the fafhi-
ons. of the World s -we. [honid be flightod amongfrhe |y
people of theworld, - paflethrough fbame, beasan oml |
-among birds:: noneof fafhion wonld care for our com- |
JABZ POSBOOIGEH 3012w 11" M93s vhod 5
,,Pm\ch anfwer, Firft, itis the portion of the follo-
wers of Chrift to fuffer fhame in the world for his
- “fake, and to be {lighted of meni, ¥ Perer . g they |
‘_thmk.ﬁtax}g_?\thatz you rin’' not .with them to the |
fame-excefs of riot, and fhall any that fear the 8
L,Qrdrgn;.wi,th the world to this excefs of: pride in | ©
apparel, that fo the world may not think ftrange | §
Qf}thﬁmg,ﬁedfmbidiisuf oauss sz yibnoss,
©'Bata!” wearein expedtation ‘of fich a2 general
conviction( from the Lord) amongft the Saints in
this matter 5 that erelongit will be 4 fhame to'a
Saint to be found in Babylons deckings ‘in the out-
ward man as'well as in {pirttual things - but ‘we de-
fire not tobetedious , we hope a'word to the wile
through'the blefling of ‘God'may be enough ; onely
~we commend unto you further, S
Firft, thatthe ‘name of, the Lord is much coo-
o A RS b
. What advantage doth Satan and his inflru- I
ments i‘h‘@exté reproach the _;;;fugb from the wanity and
pride of grofefsung people imghis marteyz,

. Secondly, its-a fin that is-atcended with many

«other ins, as covetoufnefs, oppeffion, &cqto main-

¢ A0 JUC

BRI 10 v

1 idelt googseaillivsd e asadens
Thirdly, Itisa fin.moftef all abhorred of God,

w . 2]l §




. Dedicatory,
. all thatare proud in heart | are an abomination to
4% him; He refiftech the proud , but giveth grace to
B thebumble.t ! 75 - 518y £.3007] 963 #50)
- Fourthly, itwas the fin 4nd caufe of the con-
demnation of the Devil; firftof Timathy the third \
chapter , and the fixthverfe. It was thefinand. S N
caufeof. the fall of ‘man from his firft efbate ; Genefis
the third chaprer andithe fifth verfe , ye fhall be as
% God knowing good and evil,and this prevailed to
# draw ontodifobedience. enpaduida 3801
Fifthly, and finally, ‘its thdt forwhicty men muft
ftand lyable to the burning fante; when the great
and terrible day of our Lord comes, 'which day wg
believe tobe nearathand, )3 D0 G329V IS
When the day cometh thag {hall burnvlike an O-
ven, Malachi the fousth chaprer.and the fistt verfe;
then proud perfons muft™be the fuel of that fire;
oh therefore give usleave to cry aloud unto you,
to take heed and beware of this {in of pride, both
inheart, and in the outward man take heed and
beware of covetoufnefs , "take heed and beware of
hypocrifie; ‘and of all thofeabominations by which
- menare firted for the everlafting barnings, tor event
~  our Godisaconfuming fire. - 1 IEUToD
-Obje&. 1t maybe [ome mayfearihey [howld be ac-

connted .covetous bythe world s if they [hould fer aboni
fuch a r{cformnﬁm as we hearminde; © o
‘We fay that God hath appointed othier waies for
his people wherein they may giverconvineing’ tefti-
monies of -theirliberaliey 5 thacis in ‘Cloa“%hfiﬁ‘g' ‘the
backs ‘and refrefhing the bowels ‘of the ‘peor’,

and” o

}
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" people
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* “when the poor and needy are crying tor.svdags Ol |

. thatit may be'yorr ¢are and otrs far-ghe futare ! to

- thew forth the-life 3nd) Perues ot Ghrilt, by out
- good: werks to;the praifeandiglory of :God. 1=

- Isito live to him and obey him according to his will

TheEpiftle
-and meedyis and pot in gi,ec;kingz their own backs |
with.needlefle vanities ;and shati¢go it <may be |

diges Letir be your.care 10 deek after thingssthat
make for peace & things wherein you may ebifie one
-another s follow peace withal men , and-holinefle,
withoue which none fhull fee the Lord, Hebrews the
twelfth chapter, and the fourteenth. verfe, ‘a5 God
is the God of Peace; and Jefus Chriftis the, Prince
of Peace; folevthe Lords people manifeft them-
felves to be indeed the Sons wt Peace 5 -but if any
be contentious, let no fuch cuftom be owned inthe
Chusches. of-Chirifl. 1= 7015 2001 =77 Wantkas. (o’
- wleeit be your care in!this evilday o cleave clafe
10 e principles of truth,; the wantvof -which we'
judge to be the caufe of falling from thé truth;
fouls notbeing grounded-in principles, for we judge
that “there are: tuch’ dodrinals puinciples of Truth,
left by the Lordunto, -and fyrougbcin: his “people,
thatit an Angel from keaven fhould come and preach
contrary unto it, they might ler him be accurfed.
Some: of which we believe to be, that Jefiis Chrift |
crucifyed,wasraifed again by the power ot God,and -
is the way, the truth, .and thelife, thatwe are ju-
{tified by faith inhis blood y thata perfon juftified

in Scripture,” thac he isalcended into-the heavens ;- |
and is with the Father, making interceflion for his




o ‘Dedicatory, - - -
 people, that he will come again and raife and change
his people, and judge and reign and rule, &c. and
hts people fhall reign with him, &c. ’

. 6. Letitbe your careinall things to live holily =

n this world, tobe holy in all manner of converfa
tion, 1 Pér. 1. 15. thatboth youand we may have
our converfation in heaven from whence we look

for a Savioar, &c. Phil. 3. 20,

7.Let it be much upon our hearts(to theend thatic -
may be {o)to be much in the expetation of, and the . .

exercife of faith in the promifes of God, for the pow-

w ring forth of a greater mealure of the holy {pirit.

And laftly, Oh! that the glorious appearing and
kingdome szi?r/&oed Jefus might be much upon
your heartsand ours, which is the bleffed hope of
Saints, Zitus 2,13. then what manner of perfons
fhould we be inall manner of holy converfation &c.
for he thathath this hope in him purifyeth himfelf,as
heis pure, 1 Fobn 3.3. but left we fhould be thought
100 tedions , we fhall proceed no further , onely

- minda word to the Reader, for his help in the nag-
rative, we have fer down for the moft pact. the
Scriptures between every claufe or branch of the at-

ticle, and moft of the Scriptures are fec dowa ity

length, . for the beacfit of the Reader, the articlss

are in the {ame letters or characters as this Epiftle isy. .

and what isina different, chasacter from thole, they

alre the Scriptures in proof of the foregoing Ata~

ce b LY X r 9 O FOSSR SRS | foxety A1)
.““-.‘a\‘,; MR RS {\, AL IE o 31339 b i JAE il ...} Jitd AP

. Thus dear ‘_/Fh‘ehd‘s, havrxfg given fome account

of the reafons of our publithing this Narative ac
oo s s : Rl

L 4



Tbe Epz/tle

this time , ‘we commend it to you, as it is, defiring -
it may be ufeful to that end ; for which it is intend--

~ eds wehave not defired either to follow cunningly -

dev1fed fables. nor to ufe the excellency of fpeech,

which mans wifdom teacheth, but to bring forth.

the truth of our faithin the phmefs and fimplicity
of our hearts, and that we believe accordmg to the
truth, asitisin Jefus, in whofe hands we leave ic
fora bleﬂing upon it to you. Fare ye well.

Signed in thename, and by the appomtment
~ of the feveral Churches by us whofe names
“areas foﬂoweth - o ek eI
In the County of Somerfet.
Of the Church of Chrift meeting at Bridge-wa-
ser Alexander Atkins,and Tobias Wells.
Of the Church meeting at Taunton, Thomas Mer-
&2y, >
Of the Church meetmg at Ryden, Robert Adridge.
Of the Church meeting at Hatch, George Parfom
“Of ‘the Church meeting at Clmrd Rabert Chan-
#on 5 and Fohn Sprake,
Of the Church meeting at Sommon Wzllmm B
Scriven, and William Anger. ‘
“Of"the Church meetmg e Wek’: Dawd £ drret ).
and Thom s Savéry.
- ©Fthe Church meetmg at Wedmare Tboﬂm urcb
and’ Rickird Coals.”
Of the Church meetmg at ,Stoak Wzﬂtdm Harg :

T ’ —
i bAR§ & ¢




“Dedicatory.
Of the Church meetmg at Wmmmoa, Blaz&
~ Allen and Ambrofe Brook. - 5
| Of the Churchn meetmg at Mumzm, Tho. Bal o

: In the County of wilss,
. Of the Church meeting at Nortb-Bmdly, thlmm
; Cmb and Ntcbal;a Ellm. SR ¥t

r:_:’;,,x.} Vu,;k i

,..;A-

Von O A0 ;he,COdnty of Dewem, ) i
- Of the Church: S Lagpu Edmnd Bwr- o \
| ford,and Samuel Hams: e

. Inthe County pf Gloncsfbers; i 711
Of the Church ‘meeting at Sedbury, {fam: Nobs.
-~ Of the Church meetmg at Brgﬂal Hmry Hme:;

bdm' _\J :l

¥ In the Coungy of Darfet. Yhas 2],
O the Chuarch meeting in, and neer Lme, A-
‘ brabam I’odger. Oy

\
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Thefe Books Aare foId by T/yommt
Brmﬂemt three B}bies n Taulr
| . Church yard

The Righy ‘Cﬁﬂf{itutxoﬁ and’ trne ﬁ‘:b;eé'ts of the
vifible CB&EhoF hrift, “with its om‘ers, ordinan-
ces, iftiftery ah& g‘ovcmment o

ith 2 Treatife _concerning the calling of the
]ews and Chrifts fecond' commine

3 ll;{'d a%a?échzﬁh ‘or trfcﬁxﬂgmﬂm&mhs For
yout

Likewilea Brief anfwer to fome of the ob;e&xons

and demurs made agamﬁ: the comming in and in- |

abltmg of the f@us @‘Common wealth with -
2 pleaon thexr ehaff All written by 7. Co/lzer

@@ @@@%@@@@$®§W§%&
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FAIT He

/ Several Congx egatlons of C hrlﬁ:
 Inthe: County of Somerfet; and fome -
' Churches in the Counues néar o
RN adJaCEnt.
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08 Ebe’hewe ﬂ‘at t‘hexexsbutone God o
/f], fo Cor. 8.6, Buttousthere ; # but one Gods
R whois Immortal, Etex’nal Tnvifible,
‘ V”j g Only wife, 1. Tim. 1.17! Now uit the

Lt ng ‘Eternal, Immfzrml Invifible onely
'wzfe, ’&cr;lfoly, Levit, 11, 44 and ye /714/1 be bily fora
‘am bal_y, Almxgh{y,cm 17.1. 1 dws tlze Almizhiy God,
3 B Infinie,
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-2 AConkffion ofthe Faith
| Inﬁgﬁ; I"f(mgs,?%'ﬁ Beholdthe Heaven and Hes-

- :147. 5. Greas s owr Lordsand of Greas power, hisnn-

 things were creaied. by, bim and for hims: Fobn 2.3. |

by the word of his power, Heb1.3.

o
S

‘@fﬂs_af' qu;gn_gs’;éymf ;_d&fﬁ‘_?ﬁwn@iﬂ thee, I{a. 40..
28, There ss wo.foapchingof his underflanding . Plal.. |
dlefanding i Jofini s Spiit, Johnd 24, God i |
a Spirit, Glorious inholynefs, Exod. 15.11. whoss |
like thee glorious in holinefs . Juft, Mercifull, Gratious, |
I;%‘? fuﬂ“cgng) Abgmaant in Merc an%w Tﬂ}{hr;
Esko FELS ¥ .;‘gﬂ;;, Lo'v‘ T*‘e EordGell eriifm
r;ndGrbﬂ[i;us-,i—é £ e@, 45'3 Aﬁuﬂdgﬂﬂ (y‘w/g ¥
nefs and Truth. Faitifull inall things, Dewt, 7. 9o |
the Lord thy God, he-is-God.the faithfull Gad,

That this God,who is foin himfelf, did according
to his own will in' time, create all things, by, and.
for Jefus Cheifk, Heh. x.2.. Bywhoms alfo be made 1he |
worlds , Col. 1. 16, For by him. were all tbz';z‘gs created |

thas are in-leaven, and’thap aré in Eavthy &c. all |

L 3

.

Who is the word, of God , John 1. 1. Iz |
the be ginning was the word, andthe word was with: g
Ged, and the word was God, And upholds all things-
O 00 18d i snedy 15L3 avstisd H

S 30 1l 1 yedy £°.8°8 )
- That God made man-aiter his, ow
127~ S0.God ereatedman in bis o Imity H 18

nefsand humane perfection, Eccle(. 7.29. Lothés

ely bave I found that God-hath wade man wpright. .
mjw ﬁmmw T Rl Ll
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gm0 orndbiod ed PWise 6g 18908 \';
. That God gave Adumajuft Law requiring obe-

| dience ‘under the'pénaley of death, Gen. 2. 17.:
| but of thetree of the lnowlere of govd ind evily thow
- Jhallmor eat of it for-iwehe dayshar howtatef ﬂmf,f
| thou [balt furely dye, which law hebrake, and broug

- himfelf and his pofterity under the guilt and judg-

| ment denounced, ‘Gen. 3.'6. and when the woman

Saw that the tree was govd for food; 8cci Jbe took of the

Gundwithher, sy e did oas . Romii-s. 12, Where=
fore 28'bY oné many fin entvedintothe World and death by
 fin; Drd-[o°death paffed upon- all men; for shar allthave:
Sismed. Rom. 5. 17, 18: 19." for ifby enemans offence:
| deith réigised by one--=-Thevefore as by the offence of 09e
j]udgmmb’-c‘dfiz‘i?‘ﬂpbh'i@k mien 16 CoRdelmmution-===F oy 45"
68 by one mans difobedience mapy were made finners. ‘

SISLSEM S03 pIwens1biNparninos Lo 1add

“Man‘being in'this’ undone effate :God did in the?
 viches of his mercyhold forth Chrift ina promifey
€ 3. 15. and Twill pur-enmity' beswen thee and the
Woman; and between thy feed andher feedy it [hall brusfe
thy bead, “and thow [ballbroiife hisheel, i 2
b :‘L Y /RS g _\,VI.J & e S T e e
. ""Thaviaprocefls of time God gave forth his lawes:
Dy the hand: of  Mofes; Exod.. 20. Fobh 1. 170
tallenmian; Gal. 3. 195 the'law it was added becanfe,
oOf Trinfgreffioss; tot for juftification to erernal lifey:

PGalisitRovga mwﬁé}q‘iﬁk&ﬁb@m@d;% whe Lsingt
B 4 . B2
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- fruitihiveof and did eat; whi gave alfo witoher buf=
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4* A Confeffion of the Faich. |
there ball noflefb be juftifiedinhis fight, but that all
might appear giiilty betore the Lord by it, Rom. 3.
¥9. Nowwe know:that what things (sever the Law [aith
3t [aithto them that are under the Law, that cvery mouth
may be ffopped, and all the Werld may become guilty
before God, Rom., 5. 20, mareover the law.entred ihat
the offence might abound,. 7

B i oy

That cut of this condition,none of the {ons of 4+

- dam were able to deliver themfelves, Rom. 8.3.
Eor what the Law. could nordo, in that it was weak
through the flefh, Ephef: 2. 1.5, andyon hath be quick
ned, who were deadin tre(paffes and finnes, even when
wewere dead in finnes bath quickned us together with. |
Ghrift.byGrace ye are faved,Rom.5.6.For when wewere |
yet.without [trength, Chrift died for the wngodly,

VW EFIT, :

That God continued and- renewed the manifefta- |

tion of his grace and mercy in Chriftafter. the firft |

promife made . Ges. 3. in other promifes, Ger.: | &
22,18, with Gen. 13.3. Gal, 3. 16 and in thy feed: |

[ball all thie Nations of the earth be bleffed, and in'tipes - | L

as the paflfeover, Exod. 13.8. and they [halleasshe |
fefbinthat night roft with fire, and unleavened breads. |
and wer. 13, with 1..Cor. 5. 7. for evenChrift |
onr - paffeover is facrificed for ws, and the brazen |
Serpent , Num. 21. 9. and- Mofes: wmadea Ser- |
pent of Brafs, and pmt it upon a polt, and it came |
W]Mﬁ that if a Serpfﬁt had i’iﬂgﬁ any npan, w]y,g;z; be 7
~beheld the (erpent of Brafs belived, compared g:;t;,
: 5 ohn |
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Fohn 3. 14, andas Mofes lifredup the [erpent inthe
wildernefs, cven [0 muft the [on of man be lifred ups
- with the Miniftry and Miniftration of-Mofes and A~

- 7+ 8. and chap.9.and in prophefies, as Ifa. 9. 6. for
- wnto us achild is - born unto usa fan is given, avdthe.
- Government [ball be upon his [boulder, and his Name

Jhall be called wonderfull , Counfellor , the mighty
God, the everlafting father, the Prince of peace,and
Ma,xx. 1,22 andibere fhall-come forsh 4 rod ost of the
- Stem of Feffe, andabranchfballgrow out of his rootsy
- and the [pirit of the Lord [ball veft wpon him the [pirit:
- of wifdom and underflanding, the [pirit.of counfel and -
i ~might, the [pirit of knowlege and of the fiar of the

- Lord, 1(a.53. 6. all we like fheep have gone aftray;

we have turned every.one tohis own wayy and the Lord
W hath laid on him the iniquity of -ws alls compared withs

o X DPet. 2.24. who hw own [elf bare sur [ins in his owm
" bodyonthetree, with 1 Cor. 15, 3. Chrij} died for our-
ol Sins according to the [criptures,

: e <% ‘ - IX y e

~ That God in his- fon did freely, without: refpe&:
4% toany work done, or tobe done by them as amo~:
B8 ving caule, ele& and chufe fome to- himfelf before:
¢ the ‘oundation of theworld, Ephef. 1. 3. 4. decor-
it ding as he hathchofen us inhim, beforeshe. foundation -

@t of the world, 2 Tim. 1..9." who hath. [aved us axd.
o Called us with an holy calling,pot “according ro our worksy:,
20 but according tokis own purpofe & gracewhich was gi-
Y46 ven usin Chrift Fefusbefore the world began;whom he.
Pomy intimehath, doth and will call, juﬂl\f)!;afanﬁlfnyg -
- o g . and.

i
.
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| ron,the facrifices,&c, being all figures of Chrift,Heb. ~ -
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- andwere by nature the children of wrathy even as others,

% tbﬁr/h[hmy man Plﬁb’k them ont ofmy}_mnd’ JOhﬂ T

325 33, 34 if his Children for[ake my Lawes, and

6 A Confeffion of the Faith

and glorify, Rom. 8. 29.30. for whom he did fore-
know, Le alfo did predeftinate tobe conformable to the
Image of hus fonthat he might be the firft born among [t
many Brethrem, moreover whom be did predeftinate,
themhe alfo called, and whom he called, thew he alfo
juftifyed ;. and whom he Juftifyed s them he alfo glo-

rifyed,

‘That thofe that were thus eleted&chofen in- Chrift
were by nature [ before {converfion] children of
wrath evenas others,Ephe.2.3. Amo1g whom alfo we all
had.our. conver[ution in times paftinthe lufts of our

Slefb, fulfilling the defires of the flefb and of the: mind,

Rom. 3.9, whatthew 2 arewe bester than they 2 “no.
wmnowife, forwe have before proved both Fewes and
Gemiles, that they are all snder fin, ' A

: b, O

That thofe that are chofen of God, called and
jultified, fhall never finally fall from him, but being
born from above are kept by “the power of God
through*faith unto falvation, John 6. 39. undthis |
2 the fathers will which hath (ent “me, that of allwhich’ |
ke hath given me 1 fhould Lofe nething, but fhonld rasfe
2 up again at the laft day, John' 10. 28, and Izive |8
wintothem esernal life," and they [ball never perifb, nei--

I1, 260 Aﬂdw/m[aefuerlﬁvﬁbﬂ}idbelievéth:inﬁme fball> |
Hever dye, 1Ret 1.5, Who are keprbythe power of
God' through fuith unte (alvation , PRI, 8o, AT

,mzl)? : é
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- and keep not my commandements; then will [ vifit their

Sripes. Newerthelefs sy loving kindnefs will 1 ‘not
- witerly take from hin, nor fuffer my faithfulefs to fail,
») Covenant will Inot break,” ntr alter the thing that's
goneoutof mylips.1 John 3.9, whofvéver is born of
 Goddoth not commit fin, for his (eed remainesh inbim,,
- and be cannot fin, becan(e he isborn of God. John 14.

3w Thave loved theewith an everlafting love, there-
- forewith lovirigkindnefs have I drawn thee, John 10.-
39. my fathier which gave them me is greater then all,

#y Plal.'37.38. forthe Lord loverh judgment, and for-
o th faketh not his [aints, they are preferved for cver, Jer, .
32. 4o0. and I will make an everlafling covenant -
Rom. 8. 39. Nor height, nor depth’, nor any other

godwhiclis in Chrift Fefus our Lord, 1 Gor. 1. 8,9,
' who [ball alfo confirm youunto the end --God is Sfaithfull
Rom. 8.30. -~ whom he juflifyed them he alfo glori--
:?e‘d. Being confident of ‘this wery thing that he which-
| hathbegun'a good work in yous will perfarm it untitl the
4 day of Fefis Chyift, Plal 48: 14 for-this God 5 our
il gjafr ever and ever,. e iwill be ony guide even fo:
. aeatp.. Wi\ Jaded BIHH 1] 4 CEA 243 A0 wrein SR
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- walknot in my judgmentsif they break my Starutess
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tranfgresfions with the vod , and their iniquity with -

x9. becasife I live ye [ball live alfo, Heb. r2. 2, looking:
snto Fefus the Author ¢ finifber of our faith, Jer. 31.

and no man is able to pluck them ous of my fathers hand, .

| creature; fhall be able tof{epamta us from the lsve of
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| : Confefﬁon of the=‘F aith

“ ' # X I t- ; .
“That when the fulne(s of time was come ‘God [
{ent forth his fon made of 2 woman, Gal.4. 4, 5.

- according to the promifes and prophefies of theScrip- |-

tures, who was conceived in the wombe of Mary the

Virgin by the power of the Holy Spirit of God,

Luk.1, 35. Mat, 1.2 0.and by her born in Bethlehem,
Mat.2.11. Luk.2 .6, 7,

: % XIIL Ao
. Wee believeithat Jefus Chrift is Truly -God, Ifa. |
9.6. His name [ball be-called the mighty God, Heb. 1. |
8. bt unto the Son be faith thy Throne O Godisfor e~ |
wer and ever Rom.9.5.Who i over all God bleffed for e- |
wer. And truly man of the feed of David,1 Tim.2.5. |
& im'g is one Mediatour between God and wan, theman |
Chrift Fefus, Acs 13.23. of this mans [eed hath God |

.according tobis promife raifed unto Ifracl & Saviour

Fefus, Rom. 1. 3. madeof the feed of David accor- :

ding tathe flefb.

XI1EL : . B
That after he:came to be about thirty years of |

.age, being baptized, he manifefted'himfelf to be the |
.Son of God, Lsuke 3. 21, 23.with Joh.2.7, 11, |
- the promifed Meffiah, by doing {uch works both in

his life and imhis death which were proper unto and |
could be dope by ncnebut the Son of God the true |
Mefhiah. 10h.1. 49. Thou art the Son of God, thonart
the King of Ifracl, John'6. fromthe g. tothe 15.ver.

XV That |
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- That this man Chrift Jefus fuffered death under
gey  Tédare ar the requeft of ‘the Jewes, Lukes 3.'24.Bear-
14'47 ing the fins of his people on his own body on the

Crofs, 1 Pet. 2. 24, Whohis own Jelf bare our fins on ‘
' - his owi body on the ree, according to the will of God, .
0 " Ia.53.6. The Lord hathliid oz bim the iniquity of us -

4l Being made finfor us, 2 cyy. 5. 11, Far he hath :

a4 made bim to be fin for us, and {o was alf> made a curfe : -
& forus, Gal, 3013, 34. Chrift hath redeensed u5 from g
o Wecurfeof the Law, being made acurfe for us---- 1. !
G"a’ o Tet.3.18  For chriff alfo hath once fuffered for fins; P |

Cfer: thatwe might be made the righteoufnefs of Godin :
S bim. 2. cor 5 1, and by his death upon the crofs, ‘
W it hehath obrained eternal redemption and deliverance 4
g2 for his C hurch, ¢y, 1, 4. In whom we have redemp- i
S’ 10n through his blood , even the forgivenefs of fin,
' M;,(i Ephe. 1. 7. 12 whowm we have redemption through his
sl &lood, 1he forgivenefs of fins, oceording to the riches =
: W of his grace, Afts 20, 28.. feed the Chureh of God i
o which he hath Purchafed with his own blood, Heb, 9s ' \
12 By his own blogd, be entred in once into the holy
| Placey having obtained eternal redemption for us, 1 Per,
57 118, 19, For as much 45 ye know ye were not r edeemed
¥ wish corruptiblethings.: &C. but with the precions blood

Wof Chrift as of a4 Lamb mithous blemifh and withous
IR S8n ods o0 05 b ‘ :

#, . Tha this {ame Jefus having: thus fuffered death |
] uﬁtﬁQSa.-vW?osi‘bUXiCd:,Wﬂé-.‘&7--~<59;.'6Q. Al | e e
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